A HANDBOOK

OF THE

[FIGHTING RACES OF INDIA.

BY

P. D. BONARJEE,
Assistant in the Military Department of the Govt. of india

Cilentty :
THACKER, SPINK & CO.

1899.



CALCUTTA :
PRINTED BY THACKER, SPINK/ & CO,

.



Medicated

WITI} MUCH RESPECT,

TO THE

Hox'sik MaJor-GENErAL Sir EDWIN HENRY HAYTER COLLEN,

K.C.LLE., C.B,,

MILITARY MEMBER OF THE VICEROY'S COUNCIL,

WHO HAS FOR 0 MANY YEARS LABOURED FOR THE WELFARE OF THE
ARMY IN INDIA.






CONTENTS.

PREFACE
LIST OF AUTHORITIES...
CHAPTER I.—PaTHANS
" IT.—BavrucHis ...
IIT. —PuxsaBt M AHOMEDANS. ..

kR J

IV.—Sikns
O V. -GURrKHAS
O VI.—Docras
VII.—Jars

+w  VIII.—AgoriciNaL TrIBEs
”
" X.—CGARHWALIS. ..
' XI.—HixpustaNt MAHOMEDANS
" XII.—RaspuTs
»w  XTII.—MiscriuLaveous TRIBES
.  XIV.—_MaHrATTAS
APPENDIX
SUB-DIVISIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL PATHAN TRIBES

IX.—FiearmiNg RAcEs oF SouTH INDIA. ..
... 167
. 179
.. 186
.. 205
. 212

Page.
ix

x1

39
51
63
91

. 116
e 133
. 139

150






PREFACE.

Ix this little book I have attempted to give a brief
sketch of the history, ethnology, customs, characteristics,
etc., of the fighting races of India, so as to give the young
British officer an idea of the material of which the native
army is composed. There are several works extant dealing
with the martial races of the country, such as those of
Brian Hodgson, Dr. Wright, Genl. Cunningham, and
others ; but these are as a rule not easily available, and
are moreover technical expositions meant for historical and
scientific purposes rather than practical treatises for the
practical soldier.

The need of a book of this sort is acknowledged in
military circles, and of late years, attempts to supply
information regarding particular classes have not been
wanting. Capt. Vausittart’s book on Gurkhas, and Capt.
R. W. Falcon’s book on Sikhs, are excellent works on those
races. Capt. A. H. Bingley, of the 7th Rajputs, is also
preparing a series of class handbooks of the Indian Army,
and official copies of the handbooks on ‘ Brahmans’ and
‘Rajputs’ have been recently issued. But no attempt
has been made, so far as I am aware, to deal with the
fichting races of India as a whole ; and it is hoped this
book will prove a suitable text-book to put inte the hands
of young officers. It was begun several years ago, but
circumstances prevented its completion till lately.

I have omitted all those thousand and one details
regarding the various races and castes dealt with, whieh,
however usefn! they may be for the recruiting officer, are
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not necessary for an intelligent and comprehensive grasp
of the subject. The present work can only be regarded
as an introductory treatise on the subject. All it professes
to supply is a clear and brief account of the fighting
material of the country, for the use of young British
officers.

A word of warning is necessary in regard to the loca-
ticn of the Pathan tribes, which has in many cases been
given approximately only. It is not possible to describe
accurately and fully the location of all the various tribes,
as that would require in many cases references to geogra-
phical details which appear only on confidential maps.

I have drawn up a list of books for the use of officers
desiring further information; and I must at the same time
acknowledge my indebtedness to many of the authorities
there quoted ; especially to Mr. Ibbetson of the Indian
Civil Service, whose Punjab Census Report of 1881 forms
an invaluable guide for the ethnologist.

| Mivitary Depr., } P. D. B.
Simla, the 1st Sept. 1899,
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THE FIGHTING RACES
OF INDIA.

CHAPTER I.

PaTaAxs.

Tar term Pathan, as commonly used in India, has a
wide -and somewhat indefinite application, as it is not in-
frequently used to denote the Pathan proper, the Afghan,
the Tajik, the Hazara, and the Ghilzai. Strictly speaking,
the term is not applicable to the Afghan, Tajik, Hazara or
Ghilzai, who, thongh they are related to the Pathan proper
by historical, political and geographical association as well
as ethnologically, are nevertheless distincet peoples. The
term can only accurately be applied to certain cognate
peoples of mixed Indian, Afghan, and Scythian origin, who
occupy the Safed Koh, the Suliman and adjacent mountains
with their numerous offshoots, their territorial limits being
‘bounded, roughly speaking, on the east by the Indus, on
the west by Afghanistan, on the south by Baluchistan, and
on the north by Kashmir and the Kunar River. To
accurately describe the geographical limits of the territory
they occupy would require the mention of many geogra-
phical details which do not appear on ordinary maps, and
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2 THE FIGHTING RACES OF INDIA.

hence would not be intelligible to readers unprovided with
special maps.

Anything like an accurate and certain account of
the ethnolegy of the Pathan races is not possible, as no
very reliable historical data exist. The traditions of
the people are vague, conflicting, and misleading, and
the only reliable process by which anything like «
systematic study and investigation of Pathan ethno-
logy can he undertaken is from their physiological
and philological affinities. Puathan tradition aseribes
their origin to Jewish sources, the story current
among them as well as among the Afghans being
that thev are the . descendants of Saul, the first king of
the Jews. The researches of European scholars und
ethnologists who have made a critical study ot their lan-
guage, customs, and physical characteristies, would lead to
the conclusion that the Pathan is a race closely allied to
the Afghan on the one hand, and, though perhaps not so
closely, to the certain tribes of Aryan Indians on the other.
Indeed, the Pathan can accurately be described as an
Indian Afghan, and the probabilities are that they
represent the race resulting from the contact of the
Afghan with the Indian. Another, and very plausible
theory is that the Pathan represents an earlier eastward
emigration of certain sections of the same tribes as have
given birth to the Afghan. In this view the Pathan und
the Afghan are by origin one and the same, the Pathan
merely representing an earlier eastward movement of
some sections of certain tribes of Jewish or Arab origin,
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while the Afghan represents the later eastward emigration
of other sections of the same tribes.

Whichever view is correct, there can be no doubt
but that the Pathan js differentiated from the pure Afghan
by possessing certain Indian affinities not possessed by the
Afghan. hether these affinities are due—as probably
they are—to an admixture of Indian blood; or whether
they are merely the result of close and prolonged political
and social contact with India, is of no great practical im-
portance for our purpose. Thke probabilities are that
both Indian blood and Indian surroundings have imparted
to the I'athans their Indian affinities.

Mr. D. ¢, J. Ibbetson of the Indian Civil Service,
who has discussed the ethuology of the Punjab races
in his Punjab Census Report of 1881, appears to
favour the theory that the Pathans are in the main a
race of Indian origin; that is, that the Pathan stock is
decidedly Indian despite the admixture of foreign blood.
According to him, the true Pathans are the modern repre-
sentatives of an Aryan Indian race styled the Pactiyze by
Herodotus. This race or tribe was subdivided into four
great divisions, vz, (1) the Gandbari, who have given
birth to the Yusufzai, Mohmund and some other Pathan
tribes of the Peskawar District ; (2) the Aparytce, who have
evolved into the modern Afridi; (3) the Satragyaddee,
now known as the Khattaks ; and (4) the Dadicse or Dadi.
This Pactiyan race occupied in the days of Herodotus
the mountain country now occupied by the Pathan tribes
and constitute the nucleus of these tribes. * Round these
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tribes as a nucleus have collected many tribes of foreign
origin,” such as the Jewish or Avab race of Afghans,
the Turkish Ghilzai, and the Seythian Kakar; but all
these Indian and forcign tribes have now blended together
into one race by intermarriage, intercourse, and close
and prolonged association. According to this view the
Pathans proper are those Pathan tribes which have a
decidedly Pactiyan stock, 7.e., those tribes in which the
preponderating racial element is Indian, while the mixed
Pactiyan and foreign tribes in which the stock is not
Tndian, but Afehan, Scythian, Turk as the case may be, are
Pathan by virtue of their Pactyan blood as well as by their
geographical focation, association, custom and language.
With this view most will be disposed to agree, the
only disputable point being the extent to which each of
the component races have participated in the formation
of the Pathan. Dr. Bellew, the greatest authority on the
subject, and Mr. Ibbetson make the Pathan stock Indian,
with an admixture of Afghan and other foreign blood ;
whereas officers specially acquainted with the mental and
physical characteristics of the Pathans and with their ideas
and customs are disposed to the opinion that the stock is in
the main Afghan with an admixtare of Indian blood. And
there is some reason for this opinion. It may be laid
down as an axiom that races which are ethnologically one,
must, from the very nature of things, when there are
no disturbing elements operating, exhibit their ethnic
aflinity by at least come show of fellow feeling and xvm-
pathy. But from the very earliest times that we have any
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historical records, we find the Pathan arrayed against and
despising the Indian. And this antagonism is not merely
a practical and political antagonism, but an antagonism
of ideals and sentiment. On the other hand, although
the Pathan tribes have had constant and bloody feuds
with the Afghans and among themselves, in their brief
moments of quiescence they display a marked affinity
of sentiment, idcals and aims. This seems a very strong
argument against the theory of the preponderating Indian
origin of the Pathan, as the lapse of a few centuries
could scarcely have so completely obliterated their Indian
sympathies. While therefore there can be no doubt
whatever that there is a considerable admixture of
Indian blood in the Pathan, the Pathan stock may be
in the main Afghan and not Indian. It is also worthy
of remark that the distinctive genius of the Pathan
tribes is preponderatingly Afghan and not Indian. Their
mental characteristics, ideals and aims approximate much
more ¢losely to the Afghan than to any purely Indian
tribe we know of.

If the Afghan origin of the Pathan tribes be accept-
ed, it i3 very probable that they are, as indeed they as
all Afghans claim to be, of Jewish origin. Like the
Afghans they style themselves Beni-Israel or Children of
Israel.  There is some evidence in favour of the traditions
existing among all Afghan tribes, that they are of Jewish
origin, and-they may Dbe, as some authorities believe
they are, the descendants of the lost tribes of the Jews.
Among the evidences in favour of the Jewish origin of
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the Afghans may be mentioned their close physiological
affinity to the Jews, the existence among them of many
pec:uli;u' social and religious customs which are distinetly
Jewish and not Islamic in their origin, and the traditions
of the race itself.

According to Afghan traditions they owe their name
to their ancestor Afghana, the son of Jeremiah, the son of
Saul, the first king of the Jews who was anointed by the
Prophet Samuel. This Afghana was reputed to be the
Commander of King Solomon’s army as well as the designer
and builder of his temple. The descendants of Afghana
were carried away captive by Nebuchadnezzar to Media
and Persia where they bred and multiplied, and gradually
increasing, spread over or emigrated to the mountains of
Ghor in the tract now known as Afghanistan. Here they
remained for several eenturies till their conversion to
Islam early in the 8th century of our era, under the teach-
ing of one of their tribal leaders Kais or Kish by name,
who had muarried a daughter of Khalid-ibn-walid, a
Koreish Aralb, who was one of the most enthusiastic
of Mahomed’s apostles and to whose clan he belonged.
Flushed with new life infused by theirnew faith, and zealous
for its propagation, they spread further east into the
basin of the Helmund where they found an Indian people,
Buddhists by religion, in possession. These people, known
as the Gandhari, a tribe of the Pactiyw of Herodotus, had
originally come from the mountains of what is now the
Peshawar District, but had been expelled about the 5th
century to their new homes about the Helmund by fresh
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inroads of Seythian invaders from Central Asia. Here
they founded a city, Gandhar by name, now known as
Kandahar. The Afghans gradually subduoed, converted
and intermarried with, the Gandhari, adopting their
language. There thus came to be two peoples in posses-
sion of what is now Southern Afghanistan, namely, the
pure Afghans, and a mixed race of Afghans and Gandhari.
The pure race came in process of time to become masters
ot the whole of Afghanistan ; while the mixed race, or
considerable portions of it, moved back to the original
home of the Gandhari in the Peshawar District, giving rise
to the present Yusufzai, Mohmund and certain other
Pathan tribes of the Peshawar District.

To =um up, the Pathans may safely be described as
a wmixed race of partly Afghan, Seythian, Turkish and
Persian and partly Indian stock ; the Afghan and other
foreign elements preponderating, generally speaking, in
those tribes farther away from India and which have
not bad a very close Indian association, while the Indian
element preponderates in those tribes which have had a
closer Indian connection.

Of the other races aund tribes to which the term
Pathan is loosely applied, the Ghilzais are a race of mixed
Turkish and Persian descent who bave now adopted
Pushtoo as their language. The term Ghilzal is a cor-
ruption of the Turkish word ¢ Kilehi” which means a
swordsman, and the Ghilzais appear to be a tribe of
Turkish origin, who emigrating and occupying disputed
tracts on the confines of Persia and Afghanistan, gained
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in process of time an admixture of Persian bloed. They
appear to have been for centuries a tribe of warlike
mercenary soldiers who hired themselves out to fight in the
cause of any Chief rich enough to pay them or to hold out
hopes of plentiful plunder. They accompanied Mahmud
of Ghazni in his invasions of India, and about the 12th
century obtained practically independent rule, but nnder
a nominal Persian suzerainty, in the regions about
Khelat-i-Ghilzai. They were ultimately reduced to com-
plete subjection by Nadir Shah, the great Persian Emperor,
and have now become assimilated with the Afghans by
sentiment and association.

The Tajiks, another race to which the term Pathan is ap-
plied, are of pure Persian origin, and are supposed to he
the remnants of certain Persian tribes who once inbahited
Afghanistan before the advent of the Afghans by whom they
were subdued. The Tajiks still retain their Persian speech.

The Hazaras are a race of Persian-speaking Tartars
who have long settled among the Afghans, but who hold
a subordinate and dependent position among them.

There are certain characteristics which are more or
less common to all the various Pathan tribes. Like most
peoples who have never been accustomed to any form of
settled and ordered government, they are a wild, lawless
turbulent race, to whom law and order are things to be
scoffed at. Further, a people who have never lived under
any system of ordered government, must, from the very
absence of such government, acquire and develop a strong
individualism among its members. For the negation of
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law and order which does not provide for the defence
of life and property, but leaves them to be looked after
and guarded by each individual of a community, must
from the very nature of things tend to the formation of
individual self-confidence and self-reliance. And thusit is
that the Pathans are as a race a pre-eminently resolute,
self-reliant people who respect all who can look after
themselves, and despise—very naturally and rightly—those
who have not the grit to hold their own.

The physical features of the country they occupy
have also had a marked effect in the development of the
Pathan character. Iis wild, bare, gloomy mountains have
imparted to him a certain grim moroseness and sourness
of disposition, which coupled with his strong individualism
make him, though not a very lovable type of humanity,
yet one with some claims to respect and admiration.

As a soldier the Pathan displays great dash and
¢lan.  His passionate nature however, which he has never
been taught to control, soon carries him away, and he is
very apt to lose his head in the heat and frenzy and
excitement of battle. And this leaves him at a disadvantage
as compared with cooler-headed troops who though in
physique his inferior, being in full possession of their
mental faculties and having their emotions well under
control, can fight with greater deliberation and cooler
courage, Dloodthirsty, cruel, revengeful and treacherous,
the Pathan has nevertheless some claims to respect,
for his grit and nerve are things to be proud of ; and if
he is ready to inflict death and reckless in the shedding
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of blood, he is generally as reckless of his own life. He
takes a just and manly pride in himself, and his resolute
look, upright gait, tall and muscular frame, and firm step,
betoken many of the qualities of the genuine man.

The fidelity of the Pathan as a soldier has often heen
doubted, but in the British service he has usually been a
loval and devoted soldier. It would he absurd to expect
2 high code of honour among a wild and savage people
unaccustomed from time immemorial to loyal adhesion
to anything in particular. Treachery, often of a coward-
ly sort, is therefore a common characteristic among
them, The Pathan has no sentimental regard and respect
for an ideal standard of right, and although he has
a code of conduct known as Pakhtunwali, his actions are
generally guided by self-interest without any ethical
notions of right entering into them. Tobbery and murder
are as the breath of his nostrils, and his thieving achieve-
ments often display an ingenuity worthy of a better cause.
(Given a rifle, a sufficiency of ammunition, and a wealthy
and unprotected traveller or two to operate on, and the
Pathan’s cup of bliss is full.

Take him for all in all, there is much in him to
respect and much to detest. His ideal of a man—and
no mean ideal cither—is one who is strong, resolute,
fearless ; and men like John Nicholson, Abbott, Cavagnari,
Sandeman, and Battye, endowed with stern integrity of
purpose, resolute, inflexible, just, and brave, appeal
strongly to the Pathan and eould mould the Pathan into a
faithful servant of the British Government.
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There is a brief deseription of the PPathan and his
ways given by Mr. Ibbetson in his Census Report which
I quote as being interesting. “The true Pathan is
perhaps the most barbarie of all the races with which
we are Dbrought into contact in the Punjub. His life
is not so primitive as that of the Gipsy tribes. But
he 1s bloodthirsty, cruel, and vindictive in the highest
degrec; lhe does not know what truth or faith is,
insomuch that the saying Afghin be dmdn (i, an
Afghan is without conscience) has passed into a pro-
verb among his neighbours; and though he is not
without courage of a sort and is often curiously reckless
of his life, he would scorn to face an enemy whom he
cculd stab from behind, or to meet him on equal terms
if it were possible to take advantage of him, however
meanly. It is easy to convict bim out of his own
mouth ; here are some of his proverbs :—* A Tathan’s
enmity smoulders like a dung fire.’—¢A cousin’s tooth
breaks uwpon a cousin’—*Keep a cousin poor hut use
him.’—¢ When he is little play with him; when he is
grown up, he is a cousin, fight him.—¢Speak good
words to an enemy very softly: gradually destroy him
root and branch.” At the same time he has a code of
honour which he strictly observes, and which he quotes
with pride under the name of Pakhtunwali. It im-
poses on him three chief obligations, Nanawatar, or
the right of asylum, which compels him to shelter
and protect even an enemy who comes as a suppliant ;
badal, or the necessity of revenge by retaliation ; and
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melmastia, or open-handed hospitality to all who may
demand it. And of these three perhaps the last is
the greatest. And there is a charm about him, espe-
cially about the leading men, which almost makes one
forget his treacherous nature. As the proverb says—
<«The Pathan is one moment a saint, and the next a
devil.” TFor centuries he has been, on our frontier at least,
subject to no man, He leads a wild, free, active life in
the rngged fastnesses of his mountains ; and there is an
air of masculine independence about him which is refresh-
ing in a country like Indin. He is a bigot of the most
fanatical type, exceedingly proud and extraordinarily
superstitious. He is of stalwart malke, and his features are
often of a markedly semitic tvpe. His national arms
are the long heavy Afghan knife and the matchlock or
Jjazail.

“BSuch is the Pathan in his home among the fast-
nesses of the frontier ranges. But the Pathans of our
territory have been much softened by our rule and by
the agricultural life of the plains, so that they look down
upon the Pathans of the hills. The nearer he is to the
frontier, the more close’, he assimilates to the original
type; while on this side of the Indus there is little or
nothing, not even language, to distinguish him from his
neighbours of the same religion as himself. The Pathans
are extraordinarily jealous of female lionour, and most of
the blood feuds for which they are so fumnous originate in
quarrels about women. As a race they strictly seclude
their females, but the poorer tribes and the poorer
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members of all tribes are prevented from doing so by
their poverty. Among the tribes of our territory a
woman’s nose is cut off, if she be detected in adultery.
They intermarry very closely, avoiding only the prohi-
bited degrees of Islam. Their rules of inheritance are
tribal and not Mahomedan, and tend to keep property
within the agnatic society.”

According to the last Census about one million
Pathans of all classes are resident in the Punjab within
our frontiers, mostly in the districts of Tonk, Marwat,
Bannu, Teri, Hangu, Kohat, Peshawar, Nowshera, Doaba,
Hashtnagar, Mardan and Utmanbolak. Of the number
resident outside our frontier, no reliable information can
of course be obtained, but they must number about
another million. The population of each tribe is given
as far as possible In the description of each which
follows.

The language of the Pathan is called Pushtu or
Palkhtoo according as it is the soft Persian-influenced dia-
lect, or the hard dialect spoken about Peshawar. Pathan
means o speaker of Pushtu. It is an Aryan language
bearing a close philological affinity to Persian on the one
hand, and to certain early Indian dialects like the Prakrit,
on the other. It is thus a mixed language of partly
Persian and partly Indian origin. As has already been
said, there are two forms of the language as now spoken,
viz., Pakhtoo or the Peshwari dialect, which is hard and
guttural, and the Pashtoo or Kandabhari, which is soft
like the Persian, and which is spoken, generally speaking,
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hy the tribes living ou the south-west whoe have bhad a
larger Persian connection than their northern and eastern
brethren.

It was probably mnot till the Ld4th century that
Pushtu finally blossomed into the full dignity of a written
language. Previous to that time there was no written
literature in the language. The race has however, im-
proved in intellectuality since then, as they have produced a
few authors like the Yusufzai historian Shaikh Mali, who
flourished in the 15th century ; the IXhattak poet, warrior
:nd chief, Khushal Khan, who flourished during the 17th
centary, and whose poems have gained for him the designa-
tion of the “Iather of Afghan Poetry ” ; Abdul Hamid,
the Mohmund poet, and others. Such books as there are
m the language arce mostly historical and biographical re-
cords of the various tribes, poetical effusions of sorts
-—~though some like those of Khushal Khan are of great

merit—and religious tracts.

The  DPathan  territories occupy several thousand
square miles of mountainous country partly within and
partly without our frontier fromn as far south as Baluchis-
tan to the Hindukhush on the north and Kashmir on the
north-east,  Through these mountains, whose elevation
varies from 3,000 to 3,000 feet, flow the Gomal, the
Kurram, the Zbob, the Kabul and other smaller rivers
with their tributaries. The principal tributaries of the
Kab« River are the Chitral, the Bara, the Swat, and the
Kalpani Rivers, The raintall in this region is scanty ani
uncertain, and agricultural operations can only be carried
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on properly in those tracts watered and fertilised by the
rivers mentioned.

The Pathan tribes are partly agricaltural and partly
nomad pastorals. Their migrations are, however, on a
small and restricted scale, being merely annual moves
within their own areas from one grazing ground to
another ; or from the hot valleys to the cool retreats of
the higher mountain ranges in the summer, and from the
snowclad mountain heights to the lower and warmer
regions in winter. They live mostly in substantial vil-
lages which for comfort compare favourably with an
ordinary Indian village. Their houses are roughly
built stroctures of stone and slate which abound in
their native ‘hills, plastered with earth, Their houses
are often surrounded by small flower and fruit gardens
which give them an appearance of comfort not observ-
able in an Indian homestead. Squalor and filth are
mevitable accompaniments of all Oriental villages, but on
the whole the Pathan is better housed and fed than one
would expect from so poor a people. In addition to their
agricultural and pastoral pursuits, a large number of
Pathans of each tribe obtain their livelihood as petty mer-
chants or traders, carrying goodsin caravans between India,
Afghanistan and Central Asia. These wandering traders
are called Powindahs, aterm derived from the Persian word
Parwinduh, which signifies a bale of goods. Forming
large and well-armed caravans they are the chief means
of carryving Iinglish manufactures to Afghanistan and Cen-
tral Asia, and as such enjoy ar important economic position.
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Pathan villages are divided into several distinet al-
lotments or subdivisions called Kandis, according to
the number of subdivisions of the tribe residing in it.
Thus in each village each group of families which goes
to form a Khel or clan has each its own Kandi, at the
head of which is a malik or elder who acts as its judge,
manager, and administrator. In each Kandi again there is
a jamaat or mosque under a mullak or priest ; an assembly
room called Jujra, where its residents meet to discuss their
affairs, and where visitors and travellers can claim shelter ;
and in transfrontier villages where life and property are
never safe, a watch tower and citadel for defence purposes
known as a burj. At the head of each tribe is a Chief
styled Khan, to whom the maliks are subordinate. Being
intensely independent and impatient of control, it is not
surprising that neither maliks nor Khans enjoy any real
powers. As Mr. Ibbetson puts it, they possess influence
rather than power. All matters of general tribal interest
are settled by the decision of a jirgak or council of maliks,
in which the real controlling authority resides, the Khan or
tribal Chief merely acting as president of the tribal jirgal,
as their leader in times of war, and in times of peace their
accredited agent for inter-tribal communication.

Among a rude, untamed, independent race like the
Pathan, impatient of all vestraint, there can bhe very
little like ordered government, and as a matter of fact
the several clans and septs decide their disputes indepen-
dently of any central controlling authority. The various
tribes form so many antagonistic commonwealths under
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the presidency of their Khans, perpetually at war with
one another, and when not warring against one another,
torn by internal disputes and feuds among themselves.
The office of malik and Khan are generally hereditary
except in cases where the hereditary claimant shews
palpable evidence of physical or mental incapacity, in
which case there is nothing to prevent any man of ability
and courage being elected to either office.

The great majority of the Pathan tribes are Sunni
Mahomedans of a bigoted sort, the exceptions being the
Turis and some of the Bangash and Orakzai clans who
are Shiahs.

As has already been stated, there are five distinet
races to the fusion of two or more of which the various
Pathan tribes owe their origin. These races are :—

(1) An Aryan race styled the Pacty= by Herodotus,

(2) The Afghan, a race of mixed Jewish and Arab origin.

{3) The Persian.

(4) The Scythian or Tartar.

(5) The Turk.
. In sometribes, which constitute the Pathan tribes proper, the
ethnic stock—-that is, the preponderating racial element—
is Indian or Pactyan with an admixture of either Afghan,
Persian, Scythian or Turkish blood. In other tribes the
stock is Afghan with an admixture of Indian blood.
In others again the stock is Persian with an admixture
of Indian or other blood ; and so on. Hence all the
Pathan tribes can be classified according as their ethnic
stock is Indian, Afghan, Persian, Scythian or Turkish.

B, FR 2
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This basis of division cannot, however, be adopted for
practical purposes, as the classification which would thus
be obtained would not correspond exactly to the existing
traditional classification among the various tribes which
is based on a common descent from the three sons of
Kais or Kish, who was in his turn a reputed descendant
of Saul, first king of the Jews. There are a large number
of Pathan tribes, and these are again subdivided into a
bewildering number of clans, sub-clans and septs. Con-
fusion is made worse by many of the subdivisions of
the several tribes bearing the same name. For example,
“ Utmanzai ”” is a name borne by a clan of Mandaner
Yusufzais, by a clan of Bar or transfrontier Mohmunds,
and by a clan of Darwesh Khel Waziris. Again, the
name “ Alizai” is borne by a clan of the Daudzai tribe
as well as by a clan of Turis. It is therefore necessary in
the case of clans having the same name to specify the tribe
to which they belong.

The three sons of Kais or Kish, from whom the
various tribes claim a common descent, were Sarban,
Gurghusht and Buitan, and the Pathan and Afghan
tribes classify themselves according as they are the pro-
geny of one or other of these sons; the descendants
of Sarban being known as Sarbanni Pathans, those of
Gurghusht as Gurghushti Pathans, and those of Baitan
as the Baitanni Pathans.

In order to shew clearly the ethnic as well as the
traditional classification of the Pathans I give below two
tables shewing both : —
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ETHNOLOGICAL CLASSIFICATION.
Tribes of Pactyan or Indian stock.

(1) Waziris.

{2) Bannuchis.
(3) Dawria.

(4) Tane.

(5) Khattak.

(6) Afridi.

(7) Utman Khel.
(8) Jadran,

(9) Bangash.
(10) Orakzai.
{11) Dilazak.
(12} Hannt.
(13) Wardag.
(14) Mangal.
(15) Bitanni.

Tribes of Afghan stock.

(1) Muhammadzai.

(2) Shinwari,

(3) Yusufzai.

{4) Tarklanri.

(5) Surgiani.

{6) Mullagori (doubtful. Per-
haps Indian.)

7y Mohmund,

(8) Daudzai,

(9) Khalil.
(10) Chamkani or Chakmani,
(11) Zirani,

Tribes of Scythian stock.

(1) Kakar.
(2) Ushtarani.

(3) Bakhtiar.
(4) Shirani.

Tribes of pure Afghan stock.

{1) Abdalli or Duranni.
{(2) Tarin,

(3) Miana.
(4) Baraich.

Tribes of mired Turkish and Afghan stock.

{1} Khugianni.
(2) The Ghilzai tribes, wiz.—
{«) Hotak.
(&) Kharoti.
{¢) Tokhi,
(d) Nasar.

known as Turan Pathans.
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(¢) Suleman Khel.
(/) Ali Khel.
(9) Akha Khel
(%) Lshaq.
(£} Andar.
( f) Tarakki. J
(3) The Lodi tribes, viz.—
(2) Dutanni.
(b) Naizi or Niazai.
(¢) Sar.
(d) Praugi.
(¢) Sarwani.
(/) Khasor.
(¢) Marwat.

(#) Mian Khel.
(2) Daulat Khel known as Lohani Pathans.

»known as [brahimzaia.

() Tator.

The uncertainty which attaches to Pathan ethnology
renders it impossible for an absolutely accurate classi-
fication based on racial affinity, but the above will be
found sufficiently accurate for all practical purposes. For
recruiting purposes the table opposite, giving the tradi-
tional classification existing among the tribes, will also
be found usetul.

In order to understand the table it is necessary to
remark that Kharshabun and Sharkabun were the two
sons of Sarbun, the three sons of the former being
named Kand, Zamand and Kansi. Kuarlan, after whom
the Karlanri tribes are named, was a descendant of
Gurghusht. Baitan’s descent in the male line are now
known as the Bitanni. Through his daughter Bibi Matto,
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(e) Suleman Khel.
(/) Ali Khel.

(g) Akha Khel.

(%) Ishagq.

(z) Andar.
(/) Tarakki. J

(3) The Lodi tribes, viz.—

{a) Dutanni.

(b) Naizi or Niazai,
{c) Sur.

(d) Prangi.

(e} Sarwani.

(/) Khasor.

(9) Marwat.

(A) Mian Khel
(i) Daulat Khel known as Lohani Pathans,

known as Ibrahimzais.

(7) Tator.

The uncertainty which attaches to Pathan ethnology
renders it impossible for an absolutely accurate classi-
fication based on racial affinity, but the above will be
found sufficiently accurate for all practical purposes. For
recruiting purposes the table opposite, giving the tradi-
tional classification existing among the tribes, will also
be found useful.

In order to understand the table it is necessary to
remark that Kharshabun and Sharkabuu were the two
sons of Sarbun, the three sons of the former being
named Kand, Zamand and Kansi. Karlan, after whom
the Karlanri tribes are named, was a descendant of
Gurghusht. Baitan’s descent in the male line are now
known as the Bitanni. Through his daughter Bibi Matto,
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however, who was married to a fugitive Persian prince
Shah Hussain by name, Baitan has become the progenitor
of a large number of tribes who are collectively known
as the Matti Pathans.

I proceed now to give a descriptive sketch of the more
important Pathan tribes.

Afridis.—The Afridis, one of the most important and
powerful of the Pathan tribes, number in all about
250,000 souls, of whom some 15,000 are resident within
our frontier. They could on an emergency muster
about 30,000 well-armed fighting men. They occupy
so much of the Safed Koh range as lies immediately
south and west of the Peshawar Distriet, their northern
limit being somewhat below the Kabul River and
their southern the Kohat District. The territory they
occupy is in extent about 900 square miles. The plateau
known as Tirah is shared by them with the Orakzai.
They have as their meighbours the Mohmunds on the
north, the Orakzais on the south, and the Shinwaris on
the west. They claim to be, like all Pathans, of Jewish
origin, but the probabilities are that they are a tribe of
Pactyan stock with an admixture of Turkish or Scythian
blood. Living as they do on the high road from Central
Asia to India, vié the Khaiber Pass, it is probable that
they have a lurge admixture of Central Asian, that is,
Turkish and Seythian, blood in them. Their country
being bleak and sterile, and generally rainless, does not
afford much scope for agricultural operations, and the
wealth of the people thersfore, such as it is, consists of
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their flocks and herds, mostly sheep and goats. Like
most pastoral peoples who are either unacquainted with
or averse to the tedious labour of settled agriculture, they
are a wild race of hardy nomads. Their migrations are,
however, restricted in character, being but an annual
move during the hot months to the cool higher slopes of
Tirah and during winter when the higher regions are
covered with snow, to the lower valleys of the Bazar and
Bara rivers.

Agriculture is however, not entirly unknown among
them as they succeed in raising a coarse species of rice
in the river valleys where the presence of a water-supply
enables them to carry on agricultural operations. Some
of the tribe also gain a scanty livelihood by cutting and
selling for firewood the timber which abounds in their
hills. They also go in for breeding horses, donkeys and
mules, which they turn out of a fairly good quality.

There are eight great clans among the Afridis, vie. —

(1) Akha Khel. I (5) Kambar Khel,
(2) Adam Khel. (6) Malik Din Khel.
(3) Zaka Khel. (7) Kamar Khel or
(4) Sipah. Kumarat,

(8) The Kuki Khel.

Of these clans the last six are collectively known as the
Khaiber Afridis and claim a common descent from one
Ula, a son of Afrid, the founder and progenitor of the
whole tribe.

The holdings of the Khaiber Afridis abut on the
Khaiber Pass. The Akba Khel occupy the mountains
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south of the Bara River, while the Adam Khel have their
holdings in the mountains between the Kohat and
Peshawar Districts.

The Jowaki Afridis against whom some punitive expedi-
tions have from time to time been sent are a sept of the

Adam Khel ¢lan,

The Afridis, who supply a large number of soldiers to
our frontier Native regiments, possess in an eminent degree
the dash and élan which more or less characterise all the
Pathan tribes. They are physically fine types of men,
being tall, bardy, muscular, and able to endure protracted
exposure and hardship. Brave, fearless, readv to meet as
to inflict death, the Afridi is morose, bloodthirsty, cruel,
and has the reputation, perhaps undeservedly, of possess-
ing to a pre-eminent degree the besetting sin of all
Pathans, treachery. Proud, resolute, and self-reliant, he
makes an ideal soldier for our Native army.

Yusufzais.—The Yusufzais are perhaps the largest, and
are certainly one of the most important and powerful of
the Pathun tribes. They are a race of Afghan stock with
a Gandbarian admixtare. Their settlements and holdings
occupy a large tract of plain and mountainous country
north and east of the Peshawar District as well as consi-
derable tracts of plain country in the Peshawar District
itself. They claim a Jewish origin, and their traditions
place their original home in the mountain fastnesses of
Khorossan, from whence they were gradually driven to
their present holdings.
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The tribe is divided into two great branches, viz., the
Yusufzai proper and the Mandaner. Both these branches
claim a common descent from one Mandai. This Mandai
had two sons, Yusuf and Umar. The Yusufzai proper
trace their descent to Yusuf. while the Mandaner claim to
be descended from Mandan, the son of Umar. Both these
two branches have settlements partly within and partly
without our frontier ; but broadly speaking the Yusufzais
proper are in the main a transfrontier people occupying
the hill country known as Buner, Swat and their sur-
roundings ; while the Mandaner are mainly a cis-frontier
people occupying the tashils of Mardan and Swabi in the
Peshawar District, portions of territory in the Hazara
Mountains and parts of the Chamla Valley. |

The Yusufzai proper are divided into five main clans
known as a Isazai, the Iliazai, the Malizai, the Ranizai
and the Akozai; while the Mandaner have three great
subdivisions, namely, the Usmanzais, the Utmanzai and
the Razar.

Yusufzais, whether Mandaner or Yusufzai proper, are
very often known by their geographical situation as
Bunerwals, Swatis, Chamlawals, &c., that is, as the inha-
bitants of the tracts known as Buner, Swat, Chamla, &ec.

The tribe is in the main agricultural, but the Yusufzais
are also largely possessed of flocks and herds. They were
originally a race of nomad pastorals, but have now settled
down into fixed agricultural and pastoral pursuits. They
make capital soldiers and possess all the virtues and all
the vices common to the Pathan race.
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- Itis impossible to say exactly what the population of

the tribe is, but 300,060 may be taken as a sufficiently
close approximation. Of these, the last Census shewed
121,000 as residing within our border.

Bangash.—The Bangashes, who occupy the north-west-
-ern parts of the Kobat District and some adjacent ‘racts
in the Kurram Valley, are probably a tribe of Indian
origin with a large Scythian admixture. Their own
traditions, however, claim for them an Arab origin.
Dr. Lellew is inclined to think that they are in the main of
Scythian origin, und that they came into India with the
Scythic hordes of Central Asia which accompanied Sabak-
tagin and Timur. They have occupied their present hold-
ings for several centuries, and about the 15th and 16th
centuries appear to have been a tribe of some historical
importance. One of the early Chiefs of the tribe, Ismail
by name, who lived about the 14th century, was Governor
of Multan and was a man of much local importance in his
day and generation. He had two sons, named Gar and
Samil, whose mutual quarrels and jealousies led the tribe
being split up into two great fuctions which still exist,
and known after the brother each sided with as the Gar
and the Samil factions. It would appear that the brothers
enlisted the sympathies of some of the other Pathan tribes
so that the Gar and Samil factions are not restricted to
the Bangashes alone, but extend to all the other Pathan
tribes who were mixed up in the feuds of the two brothers.

The term Bangash means * root-destroyer,” and the
term came to be applied as the tribal name because of the
crue] oppressions of Ismail and his two sons.
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The tribe is divided into four muin claus known as the
Miranzai, the Samilzai, the Jamshedis and the Baizai.
The Bangashes are on the whole of very fair physique, the
Baizai clan especially being a well-set-up body of people,
fair and good-looking. They are very ignorant, supersti-
tious and higoted, and though not possessing such a high
reputation for courage as some other Pathan tribes, such
as there are in our Native army, have made very good
soldiers.

Khattaks.—The Khattaks are an exceedingly fine race,
brave, faithful, and for Pathans, truthful and honest.
Ethnologically, they are like the Bangashes, of Indian
stock with a Scythian admixture. It will be noticed from
the genealogical table that the Khattaks are a Karlanri
tribe, being descended from Karlun through his son Kakai,
grandson Burban, and great grandson Lokhman. They
are thus, traditionally at least, closely related to the Afridi.
They occupy a semi-circular tract of country, embracing
the north-east of the Bannu District, the whole eastern
portions of the Kohat District and the south-east corner
of the Peshawar District. They are thus wholly within
our borders. They are numerically only a small tribe
numbering according to the last Census about 120,000
souls, but have some pretensions to historical import-
ance as they were entrusted by Akbar with the duty of
guarding the road to-Peshawar, in return for certain grants
of land. The Khattak Chiefs were thus recognised by the
Mogul Emperors, and for some time they were their
accredited agents for the protection of the Khaiber border.
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They also rendered trom time to time considerable military
services to the Delbhi Emperors, although their great Chief
Khushal Khan rebelled against Aurangzebe. The tribe
has produced several men of great ability, and in intellec-
tuality the tribe is much ahead of other Pathan tribes.
Khushal Khan was not only a great warrior and Chief,
but as has already been mentioned he enjoys a very con-
siderable reputation as a poet. His grandson Afzal
Khan is alse known to fame as a poet. Another of their
great men was their saint Rahim Kar, whose grave near
Nowshera is still the resort of many pilgrims.

The tribal subdivisions of the Kbattak are very perplex-
ing. They muke excellent material for our Native army,
being more amenable to discipline, more trustworthy and
more intelligent than most Pathans. They are brave and
industrious, make excellent horsemen, and altogether the
Pathan is seen at his hest in the Khattakk. The only
drawback is the numerical paucity of the tribe, which
restricts the supply of soldiers. The country they occupy
is generally sterile, but they manage by steady industry
. to raise some crops, but they also possess large flocks and
herds, and carry on a large trade as carriers and vendors
of salt and fuel.

Mohmunds.—This tribe belongs to the Ghoria Khel
section of the Sarbanni Pathans. Their Chief is styled
Arbab or lord, in contradistinction to most other Pathan
tribes whose Chiefs are styled Khans. Ethnologically
they are of Afghau stock, but the unhealthiness of some
of the tracts they occupy has made certain sections of the
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tribe of inferior physique to the generality of the Afghan
races. Their holdings occupy several hundred square
miles of hill and plain country partly within our frontier
in the Peshawar District and partly without our boun-
daries in the hills immediately north and west of that:
district. They have as their neighbours, on the east the
great Yusufzai tribe ; on the north, the Utmankhels and
Tarklaunris or Bajouris as they are often called ; on the
west, the Daudzais ; and on the south, the Orakzai. The
southern limit of their territory is the Kabul River. Their
fighting strength is about 19,000.

The Mohmunds are divided into two main branches,
the Kuz or plains Mohmunds who are as a whole within
our frontier, and the Bar or transfrontier hill Mobmunds
who are independent. There is little or no cohesion or
sympathy between these two great branches of the tribe,
and for all practical purposes they are distinct peoples,
Owing to their territories being fairly well watered, the
Mohmunds have now settled down into a tribe of agri-
culturists and succeed in raising sufficient crops for their
support. The Kuz Mohmunds are men of good physique,
but their Bar brethren as a whole do not compare favour-
ably either in physique or in warlike characteristics with
other Afghan tribes.

The Kuz branch is divided into five classes, w/z., the
Mayarzai, the Musazai, the Dawezai, the Mattanni, and
the Sirgani. The Bar Mohmunds have seven main divisions
among themselves, viz., the Baizai, the Dawezai, the
Halimzai, the Utmanzai, the Khwaizai, the Kukuzai, and
the Tarakzai.
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There are very tew of the tribe I our Native army,
there heing no great demand for them, as the Mohmund
clans excepting u few have not got a high reputation for
courare, although thev display all the violence of the
Pathans in their dealings with one another.

Waziris.— Dr. Bellew and Mr. Ibbetson are inclined
to think that the Waziris are a tribe of Rajput origin,
Their own traditions represent them to be the de-
scendants of Wazir, the son of Suleiman, the son of
Kakai, the son of Kurlun, so that they are a tribe of
Karlanri Pathans. It is probable that they are ethno-
logically a race of Indian origin with a large admix-
ture of Scythian or Tartar blood. The Waziri terri-
tory lies partly within but mostly without British
limits and in the main immediately west of the Kohat
and  Bannu  Distriets.  Their northern limit may,
roughly speaking, be taken as a line drawn almost
due west through Thull in the Bungash country, and
their extreme southiern limit a line drawn due west of
Dera Fateh Khan. DPractically however, the majority
cof Waziri settlements are not further south than the
(Gomal River.

The Waziris are a large and powerful tribe and are
divided into four great clans, 7z, the Darwesh Khel, the
Giurbaz, the Mahsud, and the Lali.  Of these the Darwesh
Khel and the Mahsud are the most important and
powerful, the other two being small clans and not of
much political or military importance. The Darwesh
Khel are again divided into two sub-clans, the Ahmadzai
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and the Utmanzai. The connection between the several
clans is as follows. Sulalinan, the progenitor of the tribe,
had two sons, Lalal and Khizrai. The Lalai clan is de-
scended from Lalai, Khizrai had three sons, Musa Dar-
wesh, Gurbaz, and Mahsud. From Musa Darwesh are
descended the Darwesh Khel clan, and from the other two
sons, the clans now known by their names.

The whole tribe holds a high reputation for courage
and warlike qualities, and being strong, muscular, hardy
men, make excellent fighting material. The restraints of
discipline are, however, specially irksome to them, and
they shew no disposition to enlist. They are cruel and
bloodthirsty to a degree, but enjoy the reputation of
having a higher code of truth, chivalry and fidelity than
other Pathans. Expert in thieving, much of their sup-
port is obtained by plundering not only caravans but
also the territories of their neighbours. Their country is
fairly well watered, enabling them to raise some crops,
but the steady and patient industry required for agricul-
ture is burdensome to them so that they subsist largely
on their flocks and herds. On the whole, the Waziris are
a tribe possessing much manly independence and back-
bone and are in many respects a fine race. Their attack
on our camp at Wana in the autumn of 1894 is justly
admired for its resolute courage.

Orakzais.—The Orakzais are a nomad Pathan tribe
inhabiting the hills south-west of the Peshawar District,
and north of the Kohat District. Their territories, which
lie partly in the tract known as Tirah, are alongside the
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Afridi Hills. They are a fairly large tribe, subdivided into
a great many smaller clans and septs between whom there
is very little cohesion. Their fighting strength is about
15,000 men. Their main divisions are five, namely, the
Masuzai or Masozai, the Ismailzai, the Daulatzai, the Alizai
and the Lashkarzai. In physique the Orakzais do not
compare favourably with either the Waziri or the Afridi,
but they are nevertheless hardy and strong men, enured to
fatigue and exposure. In other respects they are much
like other Pathans. Their chief source of wealth lies in
their flocks and herds, but they also go in largely for mule
and donkey breeding. The Daulatzai and Masozai are the
most numerous of their clans.

Shinwaris.—This tribe is in the main agricultural, as
the tructs they occupy are well watered, fertile, and pro-
ductive. Wheat, barley, rice and various kinds of fruit,
such as the apple, peach, pomegranate, are raised in
sufficiently large quantities to admit of a small export
to Peshawar and the neighbouring cantonments, The
eastern Shinwari tracts are not, however, so fertile as the
rest, and hence some of its inhabitants earn their liveli-
hood as carriers, wood-cutters and by othermanual pursuits.
The Shinwaris are a tribe of Afghan stock, and their
country lies north of the Khailber Pass, south of the
Khugianni country and east of the Mullagoris. They
are divided into the Sangu Khel, the Mandozai or Mandu-
zai, the Sipah and the Ali Sher Khel clans. The tribe
1s not large numerically or of much political importance,
but they are brave men and make capital soldiers. Liv-
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ing among the Sangu Khel is a clan of Ghilzais known
as the Mir Jan Khel, who have now become thoroughly
naturalised Shinwaris.

Turis.—The Turis, or Torizais as they are sometimes
called, are ethnologically a tribe of mixed blood, being
of Indian stock with a Tartar admixture. Mr. Ibbetson
regards them as being probably Tartar tribes which
accompanied Changiz and Taimur in their Indian raids.
Their own traditions make them out to be of Duranni
or Abdalli, that is of pure Afghan, origin, and there is
some evidence in favour of this claim. The Turis occupy
the Kurram, and are a fine race, being muscular, wiry
and brave. Their traditions have it that some six cen-
turies ago the tribe emigrated into the Kurram from the
Punjab, and that at first they dwelt among the Bungashes
as hamsayas or vassals, oceupying a subordinate and
dependent position among them. Owing to Bungash
emigration eastward, the Turis gradually absorbed the
remnants of the Bungash, and thus ultimately acquired
the chief position in Kurram. The Turis are divided into
five clans, the Alizai, the Duparzai and the Gundi Khel,
which are collectively known as the Chardai ; and the
Mastu Khel and Hamza Khel, which are grouped together
and known as the Sargalli section.

The tribe is not a large one numerically, and the
recently raised Kurram Militia, to which is entrusted the
duty of guarding the Kurram border, and which consists
mainly of Turis, furnishes a convenient organisation which
may be increased, but not to any large extent.
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Zaimukht or Zaimusht.—The Zaimukht are a tribe
of Afghan stock inhabiting the Kurram, adjoining the
Turis and west of the Kohat border. Their eastern
neighbours are the DBangash, and their northern the
Orakzai and Afridi. They are strong, powerful, well-built
men, of pleasing features, and are brave and warlike.
They are in the main agriculturists, but their chief source
of income is derived from the tolls they levy for the safe
conduct of the caravans using the main trade route
through the Peiwar Kotal. The tribe is divided into
the Mamozai or Muhammadzai and the Koidad Khel
sections.

Bajouris or Tarklanris—The Bajouris are the people
inhabiting Bajour, a tract of mountainous country lying
north of the Utman Khel and Mohmund country. Within
this area, several distinct Pathan tribes are located, but
the most numerous and powerful are the Tarkanis or
Tarklanris, an Afghan (or perhaps Tartar or Turki) race
possessing considerable reputation for courage and intel-
ligence. The Bajour country was originally in possession
of the Gujars, a race of purely Indian origin, whom the
"Tarkanis subjugated and dispossessed, and small colonies
of whom still live in dependence on them. Other tribes
resident in Bajour are considerable numbers of Yusufzais,
Shinwaris, Dehgans, which bave been sketched in their
proper places.

The Tarkanis are physically a grand race of men, tall
and fair-complexioned, and with finely cut features. They
are intelligent and industrious, and being hardy, muscular
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and brave, make very good fighting material. Rice,
wheat and barley are extensively grown in Bajour,
and the people are also largely possessed of flocks and
herds.

Kakars.—The Kakars are in the main a tribe of Scy-

hian stock, but they have now absorbed into themselves
several clans of Rajput and Indian origin. Dr. Bellew
thinks they are of the same race as the Ghakkars. There
‘are six main clans among them known as the Babé Khel,
the Dadi or Kundi, the Kakar proper, the Mandu Khel,
the Panni, and the Nagar. Of these, the Kakar proper
probably represents that section of the Scythian stock
which has maintained its purity of blood with a minimum
of Indian admixture. The Dadi er Kundi are according
to Mr. Ibbetson the modern representatives of the Dadi of
Herodotus, to whom reference has been made before ; while,
according to the same authority, the Panni and Nagar are
supposed to be of Rajput origin. The Kakars have their
holdings in the Zhob Valley and on either side of the Bori
River, south of the extreme southern limit of the Waziris.
They are not very numerous, bat make good soldiers.

Minor Pathan Tribes.—Of the lesser Pathan tribes, a
very brief description must suffice. The Ghigianis or
Gugianis are an Afghan tribe living north-west of
Peshawar between the junction of the Swat and Kabul
Rivers. They are a small and unimportant tribe, some-
what despised by their more powerful neighbours, and
neither in physique or in valour do they come up to the
standard of the better Pathan tribes. The Degans or
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Delgans ave supposed to be a tribe either of Hindu origin,
or to have come from Kaffiristan, They embraced Islam
several centuries ago and are now found mostly about
Jelalabad. They are of no importance either politically or
for military purposes. The Dawdzais are an Afghan tribe
living about the Kabul River between the Mohmunds
and the Gugianis, They are of rather poor physique
as their country is malarious and unhealthy. The
Khalils, though numerically a small tribe, are a brave
race of men, and are of Afghan stock. Their settle-
ments lie along that of the Mohmunds. Their clans
are four in number : the Barozai, the most important ; the
Ishaqzai, the Matuzai and the Tillarzai. Plunder is their
chief source of livelihood, but they are glad to enlist in our
Native army. The Marwats, who live within onr borders
in the Bannu District, are Ghilzais by descent and make
capital soldiers. They are a handsome race, fair, tall and
broad. They make good agriculturists, but the tribe is
mainly pastoral. The Mulammadzais, who live in the
Hashtnagar tashil in the north-west of the Peshawar Dis-
- trict, are a brave but small tribe of Afghan stock. The
" Mullagoris, whose holdings are immediately north of the
Afridis, are a small thieving tribe of probably Indian de-
scent. They are despised by other Pathan tribes, who deny
them the distinction of being Pathans at all. The Niazais
or Niazi, who live in the Bannu District alongside of
the Marwat, are like the Marwat of Ghilzai descent.
They were some centuries back a very important tribe,
and are still numerically pretty large. The last Censvs
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shews the Niazai population at 640,000, but this is pro-
bably an overestimate. They are not industrious, but make
good soldiers. They have an evil reputation for lawlessness.
The Tirahis are a small Afghan tribe of agriculturists
living about Jelalabad. The Safis and Shaonkanwis are
insignificant tribes living about Jelalabad and the Safed
Koh. The former are supposed to be of Kafir origin.
The Chakmanis or Chamkanis are a small tribe of Afghan
origin living immediately south of the Safed Kok, and
east of the Turis. The Ushteranis, who live to the
south of Dera Ismail Khan, occupy a part of the
Suleiman Mountains. They are probably a race of
Scythian stock with an Avab admixture. They are a
fine tribe, manly, industrious, and brave. The Shiranis
are an Afghan tribe occupying the tracts around the
Takht-i-Suleiman mountain, north of the Ushteranis.
They have a considerable admixture of Kakar blood. They
are a wild and hardy tribe who would make good soldiers.
The Bitannis are an Afghan tribe occupying the frontier
between Bannu and Tonk. The Turin Pathans occupy
the mountains about Peshin and Thal Chotiali. They
are in the main of Afghan stock. The Dawris are
the tribe inhabiting the Tochi Valley off the Bannu
border. The Tochi river waters their country. They
are not held in much repute. The Bannuchis, who
occupy portions of the Bannu District, are one of
the worst Pathan tribes, being a depraved race of
criminals, and without any of the instinets of the
genuine soldier. The Khetrans are partly Pathan and
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partly Baluch, occupying portions of land off the Baluch
frontier. They are not very warlike.

As has already been said, there are certain tribes
which by location and association are commonly styled
Pathans, but are not so in reality, OF these, the Hazaras
and Tajiks have already been briefly referred to. Of
the other tribes of so-called Pathans, the Zunaolis or
Tanawalis claim a Mogul origin, but are in reality a
tribe of Aryan Indisns. Their holdings are in Tanawal
on the Hazara border, and they are divided into two great
sections, the Hindwal and the Pallal. They make good
agriculturists, but are not very warlike. The Gaduns or
Jaduns like the Tanaolis call themselves Pathan and cluim
to be of Gurghushti origin. The probabilities are they
are of Rajput origin. Their settlements are mostly in
Hazara, and they have three main sections among them-
selves, the Salar, Mansur and Hassazal.

Reference hus been made to the two political factions
known as the Samil and Gar, which exist among
certain of the tribes. The traditional explanation tor the
existence of these two factions has heen given above.
Dr. Bellew is, however, of opinion that the ultimate origin
of the two factions 1s traceable much farther back, to the
times before the conversion of the Pathan tribes to
Muhammadanism, when they were partly Buddhistic and
partly Magian in their religious beliefs. Aceording to this
view the Samil and Gar factions owe their origin to the
original religious division of the people into Buddhists,
and followers of the early Zoroastrian religion of Persia.
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Whatever the origin of these two factions, time has
not healed the bitterness and animosity between them,
and even now bloody feuds are not uncommon between
the factions. The following tribes and sections of tribes
belong to the Samil faction,—the whole of the Mohmund
tribe, the Akha Khel, the Adamm Khel, the Zaka Khel,
Sipah, Malik Din Kbhel, and Kamar Khel clans of the
Afridi tribes, half of the Bangasb, and half the Orakzai.
The Gar faction comprises the other half of the Bangash
and Orakzal tribes, the Kuoki Khel and Kamar Khel
Afridis, and the Khalil.



CHAPTER 1L
BavrucHis.

BavucHisTaN, the land of the Balucbis and Brahuis, is
bounded on the north by Afghanistan, on the east by Sind
and the Punjab, on the south by the Arabian Sea, and on
the west Ly Persia. The western boundary is however,
somewhat indefinite, but, roughly speaking, may be
taken as a line drawn due north of Gwetter or Gwadr
Bay on the Arabian Sea, the only deviation being a bend
east and then back west about the centre of this line. The
greatest length of the country is about 550 miles and its
greatest breadth 370 miles, the total area being about
161,000 square miles. It is generally hilly and in parts
mountainous, but the elevation rarely exceeds 11,000 feet,
the highest elevation being that of Chehil Tan, a peak in
the Herbui range of mountains which rises to a height of
12,000 feet above sea-level. Towards the north-east and
east the mountains attain very respectable proportions, but
dwindle down considerably towards the south and west.
The principal mountain systems are (1) the Herbui,
Khirtari, and Hala Mountains on the north and east ; (2)
the Durram, Talar and Hingor Hills, on the south running
paraliel to the south coast at some distance from it ; (3) the
Kohek, Sarband and Nehbandan Mountains running east
and west across the western boundary ; (4) the Wusuti or
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Mue Mountains forming part of the northern boundary
between Afghanistan and Baluchistan ; (5) the Sarawani
Mountains running in a north-easterly direction in the
western districts ; and (6) the Bashkhird Mountains.

Baluchistan is divided into seven provinces or divi-
sions, #iz., Kachh-Gandava in the north-east ; Jhalawan in
the centre and east ; Sarawan in the north ; Lus or Luz,
sometimes also called Bela, on the south-eastern coast;
Mekran on the south-western coast ; Kohistan on the west ;
and Khelat in the centre,

As a whole the country is rugged and arid, and
suffers from a deficiency of water, though a fairly plenti-
ful rainfall occurs in February and March. It is there-
fore in the main sandy, barren and unproductive, but
there are tracts, especially in Kachh-Gandava, which are
very fertile and capable of producing large crops. Fruit,
such as dates, apples, peaches, pomegranates, pistachio
nuts and figs, are largely grown ; as also cotton, indigo,
tobacco and wheat, but to a smaller extent. Gold, silver
and copper are found in parts, but no systematic mining
operations are carried on to any appreciable extent, and
manufactures are practically non-existent. There are no
large rivers, and such as there are lose themselves in the
desert sands which abound all over the country. The
principal rivers are the Bolan flowing through the north-
east of Sarawan and into Kachh-Gandava ; the Lora or
Lorashorawak, a tributary of the Helmund, in the north
of Sarawan ; the Sirinab also in Sarawan ; the Rodbat
in the north:; the Mila in eastern Khelat and west
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Kachh-Gandava : the Mari in the western part ot Kacbh-
(iandava ; the Nal in the north-east, a tributary of the
Indus ; the Urnach in south Jhalawan : the Poorally
flowing south through Lus into the Arabian Sea; the
Desht or Dasht in Mekran flows in a w