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BIOGRAPHY 

Justice Dhanessar Jhappan was born at 
Port Mourant,Corentyne in 1917 and 
st udied at Berbice High School, 
Corentyne High School and the Middle 
Temple, England. Prior to entering the 
legal profession, he taugh~ at the 
primary and secondary sch601 levels. 
Ju5tice Jhappan was a legal practitioner 
in the Berbice County before becoming 
a Magistrate in 1955. In 1961 he was 
appointed a Senior Magistrate and was 
promoted to the position of High Court 
Judge in 1965. He became a Justice of 
Appeal in 1976. 

He is a Freemqson and an .active 
member of the Georgetown Rotary Club 
and the Committee of the Cheshire 
Home for Spastic Children. He is also a 
cricketer, a physical fitness enthusiast 
and a keen gardener. Justice Jhappan, 
who is married and has two daughters 
lives in Eping Avenue, Bel Air, 
Georgetown. 
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Report of the Commission of Inquiry into the deaths of Bholanauth 
Parmanand, Jagan Rame~§ar and Vernon Campbell 

Introduction 

By Commission dated the 15th September, 1973, I was appointed the sole 
Commissioner to inquire into the circumstances in which Jagan Ramessar of No. 64 
Village, Corentyne and Bholanauth Parmanand of No. 65 Village, Corentyne, died 
on the 16th July, 1973 and Vernon Campbell of Canefield Canje, Berbice died on 
the 17th July, 1973. 

Jagan Ramessar and Bholanauth Parmanand received fatal injuries at No. 64 
Village on the night of the 16th July, 1973. and Vernon Campbell received fatal 
injuries at Canefield, Canje, on the same night but died during the early hours of 
the 17th July, 1973 at the New Amsterdam Hospital. Bholanauth Parmanand was 
taken to the Skeldon Hospital, and was pronounced dead at 8.15 p.m. when Dr. 
Patrick Chetram the Government Medical Officer examined him. Jagan Ramessar 
was taken into custody by the Security Forces and was with them all the while they 
were collecting ballot boxes and never reached the New Amsterdam Hospital until 
the early hours of the 17th July, 1973 when he was pronounced dead. I shall deal 
with the reasons given for the delay in getting him quick medical attention later on 
in th is report. 

The inquiry opened on the 8th October, 1973 at the Public Service Training 
Centre, Kingston, Georgetown when legal representatives for the various parties 
entered appearances and procedures as to the conduct of the inquiry were agreed 
upon by all concerned. Mr. James Patterson a State Counsel then of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions appeared for the police, Mr. J.O.F. Haynes Senior Counsel. now 
a Justice of Appeal with Miss La Bennett appeared for the Guyana Defence Force, 

1 - Mr. Denis Hanomansi'ngh watched the interest of the deceased Vernon Campbell, 
Mr. 'Oopdnauth Singh with Mr. J. Kissoon entered appearance to watch the interest 
of the deceased Jagan Ramessar while Messrs. D. Jagan, L. John and Ramkarran 
watched the interest of the deceased Bholanauth Parmanand. It was agreed that the 
hearsay rule in evidence should not be strictly adhered to, but this relaxation of the 
hearsay rule did not mean that the best evidence rule was relaxed. It was also 
agreed, that each party would submit a list of. the witnesses he wished to have 
examined along with statements from those witnesses,. of the evidence they 



intended to give. For the purposes of this inquiry, all the witnesses were to be 
deemed the witnesses of the Commissioner who was to examine them and then 
Counsels were to cross examinewith the counsel whose witness it is, taking his turn 
last. This procedure was· necessary ·in order to give- each party an opportunity to' 
make available to the Commissioner all witnesses that may be of some assiStance to 
the inquiry and also to prevent any likelihood of any party accusing me that I 
purposely excluded witnesses that may support a party's case. 

In spite of this it was not possible to have the attendance of the three People's 
Progressive Party age'!lts who worked at the New Market Anglican School on polling 
day. Efforts were made by, both the Commissioner and by Mr. Jagan to get them 
specially Mr. Motie Rishi Ram, the agent who represented the People's Progressiv~ 
Party at Polling Station 9(2) presided over by Mr. Neberne Scott. The presence of 
Mr. ' Rishi Ram would have been of some assistance to the inquiry, because in. my 
opinion, .from the evidence, he ,played an important p,art, and was to a great extent 
responsible for ' the . irrespon$ible behaviour of the crowd, thai: assembled on the 
beach road, and in the school compourid on the afternoon of polling day . . 

It will appear from the record of evidence, t~at a great deal of irrelevant matter 
was admitted at the inquiry during the taking of the eVidence, especially during 
cross examination by Counsels for the. deceased Jagan Ramessar and Bholanauth 
Parmanand. Great tolerance had to be 'exercised and tremend~us patience shown to 
prevent these parties from walkirig out of. thQ inquiry,. .1 dicj mY ~Jtmost best to 
preserve harmony but in spite of this there were incidents. Every time an objection 
was taken, and every time I expressed the view that my terms of reference did not 
include the conduct of the election I was met with threats of a walk out. A wai k 
out or a boycott by the representatives of th.e geceased would .not have been 
welcomed by me as the whole purpose of the inquiry is to s'ee that justice is not 
only done but appe/lr to be done. .. .. . " '. . '. 

The evidence vJas not concluded until the ~nd of February, 1974and it was not 
finished typing until the end of June. The typist was not available un'tilthe end of 
February, After I had concluded. taking the .. evidence I was assigned to do the 
D~m:rara Cr!minalAssize up to J~ne. In June I wa~ assigned to dO t,he Essequibo 
Criminal ASSize. where I spent three weeks. From Essequibo I. was sent directly to 
Berbice to do the Berbice Criminal Assize. 1 remained in Berbice until the latter 
part of August. The. secu~ity arrangements a~ ;the Suddie Rest House and Guyana 
House New Amsterdam are not of the best and so I could not have taken my notes 
to these places. When I. returned to G~orgetown I.didrriy normal work and was 
only able to work on the report at nights and this was only 'when I was able to get 
some ti.me off from my normal work . 

The Locale: No. 64 Village and Environs 

That part of the inquiry relating to the' deaths of Jag an Ramessar and Bholanauth 
Parmanand is centred around incidents that occurred on polling day the 16th July, 

2 

1973 at the polling stations at New Market Anglican School at No. 64 Village, 
where there were three polling stations. The school itself is housed in three separate 
buildings - the old schoql, the old church,and the new school. The old school 
buil9in9 is ~he. ~rig!ni!.1 scf)C!01 an~ 1s a. t'!Vo fl.at ~uilding with the lower fla.t a!:>out 
two to three feet off the ground. Both flats are enclosed but the upper part of the 
northern and southern walls of the lower flat are meshed with expanded metal. This 
building is at the extreme north western corner of the school compollnd. The 
compound itself is fenced on all sides, save and except about 4 to S--rods of the 
north western end of the western fence separating the school compound from a 
shop compound which is immediately west of the old school. 

The old church is a one flat building about two feet off the ground and about 
eight feet immediately east of the old school. This building was originally the old 
church but is now used as part of the school. 

The new school is a one flat building on stilts about fifteen feet high. The new 
school is a long building of abouUOO(one hundred) feet in length running from 
east to west. Access to the building IS by two sets of steps: One on the northern side 
and one on the southern side. On the northerri side, one step leads to the eastern 
side of the building and the other to the western side. The lower part of the 
building is open. The upper part of both the northern and southern walls are open. 
The new school is south of both the old church and the old sChool. 

In the same line with the old church and old school is the new church which is a 
one flat concrete structure on the ground, and about sixty to seventy feet east of 
the old church. 

. Access to ,the school compound, is over a bridge connecting tl-)e beach road with 
the compound. The beach road leads to the famous No. 63 beach an(j separates No. 
64 from No.Q3. It connects with the public ro!tl about 150 (on,e hundred and 
fifty) yar,ds from the school compound. 

Immediately west 9f th.e old school and school compound is a two storeyed 
)~uilding which hasa cake shop in the lower flat, and immediately west of this two 
storeyed building is a .. drainage .canal and where this canal cuts the beach road is a 

. concrete bridge called the culv.ert with solid concrete rails on both sides. There are 
buildings west ()f the cimal, and north of the beach road. Another road joins the 
beach rQad at a point north of the old school. 

Access' by vehicular traffic to the school compound.is only possible through the 
beachrolld from the public road: or by the beach road from the direction of the 
beach itself - that is from the east. If the beach road is blocked then access cannot 
be gained into the school compound by vehicular traffic. 

Shortly before the close of the polls at 6 p.m. people began to assemble in the 
school compound and on the beach road. They were seen to be taking trees and 
tree trunks and placing them across the culvert from rail to rail and piling them to 
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the height of the rails. In front of the Benab Post Ottice on the old road where it 
joins the beach road they placed a large boulder and tree trunks, and at the beach 
road east of the bridge leading to the sch C;>O I compound and the bridge itself, they 

-.also placed tree trunks . • n effect, all the roads-leading to the compound of the New' 
Market Angl ican School were blocked short ly before the close of polls at 6 p.m. 
This made it impossible to enter the school compound with any type of motor 
veh icle unless these obstacles were first removed. . 

The district which comprised villages such as No. 65, 64, 63, 61 and 60 is a very 
popu lated area, and is inhabited by thousands of people, hence the necessity to 
hav e 3 (three) polling stations at one place. 

Prior to Eloction Day 

W k b for alectlon day, t hree of t he polit ical parties that contested the 
o Ilorul I ctlons on the 16th Ju ly, 1973 the People's National Congress, the 
p opla's Progressive Party and the Liberator Party held a series of political meetings 
In tho Corontyne Coast during their election campaigns. The People's Progressive 
Party appare nt ly had fe ar s that the election was not going to be properly 
cond ucted. They also had fears that if t he ballot boxes were removed from the 
polling stations, t hey were going to be tampered with unless their agents were 
allowed to accompany the ballot boxes. Dr. Cheddie Jagan the leader of the 
People 's Progressive Party, spoke to large crowds at a number of pol itical meetings 
his party he ld at different places in the County of Berbice. He told them to do 
certain things if the ballots were not counted at the various polling stations and if 
attempts were made to remove the ballot boxes. When the evidence as to what Dr. 
Jagan said at these meetings was about to be led, Mr. Jagan objected on the ground 
that what Dr. Jagun said had nothing to do with the incidents at No. 64, and in any 
event those meetings were held weeks before the 16th July, 1973. I did not agree 
with the objections raised by Mr. Jagan, because if I were to accept the evidence 
that Dr. Jagan used the words he was alleged to have said, and if I were also to 
accept the evidence; that the behaviour of the crowd at No. 64 Village on the night 
of the 16th July, 1973, followed the same pattern as the manner advocated by Dr. 
Jagan, then surely the evidence must be admissible_ It so happened that the 
behaviour of the crowd at No. 64 on the night of the 16th July, was exactly the 
same as Dr. Jagan calh,.:! for. It would seem that the ,Political parties were making 
efforts to have their agents accompany the ballot boxes to Georgetown. Dr. Jagan 
was preparing his followers as to what steps they were to take to prevent the ballot 
boxes from be ing removed, if their agents were not allowed to accompany the 
ballot boxes. The People's Progressive Party held meetings on 23rd June, 1973 at 
Crabwood Creek, Corentyne River, Skeldon Truck Line and No. 71 Village. 

On the 24th June, 1973 they held meetings at No. 48, No. 55 and No. 64 
Villages; on the 25th June, 1973, they held meetings at Yakusari, Johanna, 
Mibikuri and Lesbeholden, Black Bush Polder and Whim Middle Walk Dam, Bush 
Lot, Corentyne; on the 26th June, 1973 at Albion Drive- in Road, Rose Hall Town, 
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and Plantation Port Mourant, on the 26th June, 1973 at Adelphi, Canje, and on the 
7th July, 1973 at Albion . Dr. Jagan was the main speaker at these meetings which 
were very largely attended and what Dr. Jagan had to say was enthusiastically 
received. It was clear that Dr. Jagan was communicating with his listeners for they 
cheered him lustily at all his meetings_held i[l the Corentyne. His _theme at _all thes~ 

- ~eetings - was the same. He told them among ot her things that the last election·, 
meaning the one held in 1964, was rigged and he called upon his listeners and 
supporters to unite and to make sure there will be no rigging in the 1973 election . 
He further told them to turn out in full force and cast their votes early on election 
day, and after they had cast their votes and the voting had concluded, they were to 
organise themselves, and form themselves into a human barricade outside the 
polling places. They were to take the ir women folk and babies and squat on the 
roadways or streets leading to and from the polling places. He further told them 
that squatting was to be re-inforced by barricades made of old trucks, cars, tree 
trunks, pieces of wood and anything at their disposal in order to prevent the ballot 
boxes from leaving the polling places. He said that if Burnham use the police and 
the soldiers to remove them, then force must be met with force, and that if the 
People's -National Congress lose the election, they the P.N .C. were going to cause 
trouble again, so they the people must prepare to die if need be because the P.P.P. 
were going to win the election. These were mighty strong words indeed, and words 
coming from Dr. Jagan on the Corentyne sure meant trouble, and must affect the 
minds of the people who were listening. 

Evidence: On Polling Day 

On polling day, the security forces, both army and police were deployed to all 
parts of the country to maintain order at the various polling stations. In addition to 
the regular strength at Police Stations in Berbice, a battalion of the Guyana Defence 
Force under Captain Johnson was sent to Berbice. Captain Johnson had h is 
headquarters in the compound of Central Police Station New Amsterdam. Captain 
Johnson's men were further broken up into smaller groups and a platoon under the 
command of Lieutenant Henry was sent to the Upper Corentyne on the 7th June, 
1973. This portion consisted of two Sergeants, three Corporals, five Lance 
Corporals and nine Privates, that is twenty men in all including Lieu'tenant Henry. 
The platoon pitched camp at No. 51 Backdam and remained there until the 19th 
June, 1973. From there they went to Plantation Skeldon remaining there unt il the 
27th June, 1973 when they moved on to No. 63 and pitched Camp on the beaoh. 
On the 14th June, 1973, they left No. 63 Beach and set up Camp in the compound 
of the No. 51 Police Station_ They had with them self loading rifles, sub machine 
guns, tear smoke grenades and steel helmets. By way of transport they had two land 
rovers and a truck which became unserviceable shortly after they arrived on the 
Corentyne. Lieutenant Henry received instructiofJs from Captain Johnson on t he 
15th July, 1973 to patrol his distrh;:t which was from Hogstye to Crabwood Creek a 
distance of about 40 (forty) miles and he did so. The purpose of t his patrol was to 
make the presence of the army felt in the district. On the 16th Ju ly, 1973, Captain 
Johnson told him that he was responsible fo r escorting the ballot boxes from the 
various polling stations in his district to a place from where they were to be uplifted 
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· and taken to the place where they will be counted. In this exercise Lieutenant 
Henry was also to escort the election officials, that is, those people who worked at 
the various polling stations, and that it was_to be a joint operation involving both 
the Guyana Defence Force and the Guyana Police force. Lieutenant Henry was 
particularly told by Captain Johnson that he must see and ensure the safe 
,movement of the ballot boxes' to the place from where they were-to'be uplif-ted; · 
and that he was to take all necessary and reasonable action to ensure the safe 
movement of the boxes. Lieutenant Henry split up his platoon into three sections 
in order to more effectively p\ltrol the area under h is control. The area from No. 68 
Village to Crabwood Creek-was under the control of Sergeant Clenkian. Corporal 
Sahadeo was responsible for the area from Joppa to Mibikuri, and Lieutenant 
Henry himself was in charge of the area between No. 68 Village and Hogstye. He 
had one Serge ant. one Corporal and five Privates. The remain ing men were left at 
t he base camp. 

n p IlInO dAY Lieutenant Henry patrolled his area as far as Crabwood Creek 
ITI 1.1 1.m. to 10 n.m. At 10.30 a.m. he left for New Amsterdam. At 4.30 p.m. he 

II lId 111 thor vi sit to Crabwood Creek and returned to No. 51 at about 5 p.m. On 
hi w lY t No. 61 from Crabwood Creek, he was stopped in the vicinity of the 

h 01 at No. 56 Vill age which was a polling station, and was told by the sentry at 
tho poll ing station that some men in a jeep had just attempted to attack the polling 
stat Ion but on see ing the army jeep approach ing the jeep drove off. Lieutenant 
He nry said he saw such a jeep driving off as he was approaching the school. On this 
tr ip, Lieu tenant Henry encountered obstacles on the road and saw unusual crowds 
of 'people on the road itself. He however ' did not communicate these unusual 
happenings to Captain Johnson, because Captain Johnson had told him that he 
would not get additional men to strengthen his platoon and that he was on his ow.n-. 

There is some conflict between the evidence of Lieutenant Henry and Sergeant 
Ross as to who was in charge of the exercise of escorting the ballot boxes in the Kro. 
51 Police District. Sergeant Ross the subordinate officer in charge of No. 51 Police 
Station thought that he was under the command of Lieutenant Henry who was 'his 
superior in pmk. Lieutenant Henry felt that Sergeant Ross was in charge of the 
collecting of the ballot boxes and he Lieutenant Henry and his men were to provide 
the escort for both the police and the polling officials. From the evidence it is clear 
and I so find that the army was in control and that Lieutenant Henry was the man 
with this task of great importance. To me it is immaterial as to who was actually in 
control between the army and the police. It was absolutely necessary to have an 
escort under the circumstances that prevailed in 'that district that day. An escort 
was also nec~ssary because of what had happened \ and was said at meetings held in 
the district prior to the elections and further there was a strong possibility that the 
boxes might have been prevented from leaving the polling stations. 

Lieutenant Henry no doubt had his duties he was entrusted with in mind and he 
also no doubt had in mind what he discovered was taking place in the district when 
he last visited it, and when he left No. 51 Police Station at 6.10 p.m. on the 16th 
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July, 1973 with Corporal Collins, Privates Mc Kenzie, Layne and London of the 
Guyana Defence Force, Sergeant Ross and Police Constable Seecharran of the . 
Pol.ice Force. Lieutenant Henry took along with him tear smoke grenades, 
respirators, steel helmets, two sub machine guns, rifles and bayonets. He himse,lf 
was armed with one ,of the sub machine guns .. Corporal Col \.ins had the other-. 

The party left in two vehicles, one an army land rover and the other a truck 
loaned from the Ministry of Works and Communications. They were on their way 
to escort ballot boxes from the polling stations in the area between No. 68 and 
Whim, and although no time was fixed for taking the ballot boxes to the place 
where they were to be upl if ted, it was necessary to get there at a reasonable 
practicable time for the ballots to· reach Georgetown to be counted. 

On their way to No. 68, they encountered obstacles all along the road from No. 
55 to No. 68, including an old sugar cane punt at No. 55 Village. Some of these 
obstacles had to be moved aside in order to allow the vehicles to pass. At No. 68, to 
get to the polling station which was the No. 68 Government School, the vehicles 
would h'ave had to cross a bridge and then travel along a dam to the school. The 
vehicles could not have crossed the bridge to get to the dam because the boards on 
the bridge were removed. The vehicles had to park oli the public road and some 
members of the party went on foot: At No. 68, the party was joined by Miss Joy 
Henry, an aunt of Lieutenant Henry and the Deputy Returning Officer for that 
district . The Returning Officer was Mr. Hamilton the Assistant District 
Commissioner at Springlands. 

In the vicinity of the No. 68 Government School and on the public road there 
was a crowd of about 400 people. This was a hostile crowd, which threw bricks and 
bottles at the party, that is the security forces, but no one received any injuries and 
no serious incidents occurred. The greater part of this crowd moved on behind the 
security forces after they left for No. 65 Health Centre which was also a polling 
station. After the ballot box was collected at the Health Centre and the security 
forces moved on to No. 64 Village, the crowd from No. 65 followed them and 
linked up with the crowd that had already assembled at No. 64 Village. 

Before dealing with the events 'that followed after the arrival of the security 
forces at No. 64 let me deal with the events at the polling stations at No. 64 before 
the arrival. Polling started quietly at 6 a.m. at the three polling stations at the New 
Market School buildings. Two polling stations were accommodated at the new 
school building and the other was housed in the lower flat of the old school 
building. These three polling stations were No. 8, No. 9(1) and 9(2). Polling station 
No. 9( 1) was located at the extreme eastern end of the new bui Iding. Access to this, 
was by a step leading to the eastern end. The presid ing officer was Mr. Maurice 
Johnson a village Councillor of Leeds Village. His assistant was Mrs. Enid Crawford 
the wife of the Assistant Superintendent of Police at Springlands Police Station. 
The poll clerk was Bhojaj Sahadeo a labourer attached to the Ministry of 
Agriculture at No. 63 Village, and the sentry was Lola Persaud a Rural Con stabl~· , f 
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No. 64 Village. The sentry was not armed with any pistol but he had a baton: The 
polling agents were Mrs. Georgina Benn of No. 65 Village representing the People's 
National Congress Party, Mr. Shivkumar Rajaram representing the Liberator Party 
and Brigraj Pitamber the People's Progressive Party. 

. Polli"f) Station ' No. 9(2) was at the elttreme -westEfrn end of the- new building. 
Access to this was by a step leading to the western side, the presiding officer was 
Mr. Neberne Scott of Essex Street, New Amsterdam who was the Social Assistance 
Officer for the district. His deputy was Mrs. Philomena Hamilton the Wife of the 
returning officer. Miss Leslyn Marshall of Union Village who was then a Cook at the 
No. 63 Rest House was the poll clerk. Police Constable Alert of No. 51 Police 
Station was the sentry. He was not armed but had a baton. The pol/ing agents were 
Mr. Motie Rishi Ram of No. 64 Village, who represented the People's Progressive 
Party, Mr. Nankumar of No. 55 who represented the Liberator Party with Miss 

I Edna Benn of No. 65 Village who represented the People's National Congress Party. 

I Poll ing Station No.8 was at the old school and the presiding officer was Mrs. 
\ Clar~be l H~nry of Leeds Village and mother of Lieutenant Henry. Access to this 

polling station was by a step on the western side of the building facing the 2(2) 
storeyed bui Iding with the cake shop. Her assistant was Mr. Budraj Parasram and 
the poll clerk was Mrs. Verna Daly of No. 65 Village. Mr. Beni Madhoo was the 
polling agent for the People's Progressive Party, Mr. Sahadeo was the polling agent 
for the Liberator Party and Mrs. Lucille Rogers for the People's National Congress. 

The voting went on in a very orderly manner without any incident of note, save 
except one. In this case, a voter by the name of Samlall turned up to vote at Polling 
Station 9(2) . Mr. Scott the presiding officer checked his list and told him that he 
had already voted by post. He denied this but when he was confronted by Mrs. 
Benn the P.N.C. polling agent Who said he was a member of the People's National 
Congress Party and that he had already voted by post, he left but not until the 
People's Progressive Party polling agent Mr. Rishi Ram had his say. :rhe rate of 
voting eased up around 2 p.m. but during the day visits were made to the polling 
stations by Mr. Hamilton the returning officer, and Mr. Harris Crawford the 
Assistant Superintendent of Police. Around 2 p.m. there were about 200 to 300 
people on the beach road, people who had already voted and were lingering. 
Around that time a jeep with about four soldiers inside drove up. The sold iers asked 
the people who were on the road to disperse and to go home if they had already 
voted. The people did not disperse and the soldiers discharged shots in the air and 
left. This caused the croWd. to disperse but soon re-assembled after the soldiers .. had 
left. Between 3 to 4 p.m. a blue Morris Minor car arrived and stopped at the beach 
road, and the people who were on the beach road circled the car and were joined by 
some other people, about 30 to 40, who were in the school compound. At this 
stage the crowd on the beach road had increased to about 400 to 500. Persons in 
the crowd around the car were heard to say I quote: "You hear what the man say, 
the ballot boxes cannot be moved". The car then left going north and the smaller 
set of persons in the crowd began to jump up and run along the beach road making 
whooping sounds as they did so. Around 5 p.m. some rain felf for a few minutes, 
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and the people ran into the school compound and under the new school to shelter 
making what one witness 'termed angry hoises. The behaviour of the crowd uneer 
the new school caused a great amount of anxiety and fear, especially among the 
women officials who were in the school of the two pollinp stations. Mrs. Hamilton 
expressed fear that they were all going to be killed and Mrs. Crawford said she saw 
writings on a post to indicate this. 

At polling station 9(2) . Mrs. Hamilton spoke to the People's Progressive Party 
agent Mr. Rish i Ram who by that time had established the fact that he was master 
of the situation. Mrs. Hamilton asked Mr. Rishi Ram what he thought would 
happen and Rishi Ram told her that if she could get her husband the returning 
officer to allow him Rishi Ram to accompnay the ballot boxes, all will be well. She 
promised to speak to her husband should he visit the polling station. She was then 
told by. Rishi Ram that if she did so, she would be given a car and safe conduct to 
her home. Mr. Hamilton did not however visit the polling station after this 
conversation. 

Around 5.30 p.m. the crowd had grown to about 1600 (sixteen hundred), and 
the church bell began to ring. It rung for about five minutes. Women in the crowd 
in the compound were told to go in front and the women in a group advanced 
towards the school shouting in a chorus, "We want we democratic rights". The 
women were told to squat on the steps. One woman stepped forward and P.C. Alert 
spoke to her and the crowd became abusive. Then a group of men came up the 
western steps to the polling station and told P.C. Alert it was a delegation and that 
they wanted to see the presiding officer. Neberne Scott then asked Rishi Ram what 
it was all about and he told him that either he Rishi Ram accompanies the ballot 
boxes o~ the votes be counted at the polling station. Rishi Ram then showed Mr. 
Scott a letter signed by representatives of the P.P.P., the P.D.M. an the Liberator 
Party authorising him to accompany the ballot boxes, on behalf of the three 
parties. Scott told Rishi Ram he had no power to grant such a request. 

After the church bell was rung, people were seen to be converging on the beach 
road north of the school compound and the school compound itself from all 
directions. People were brought to the spot by cars and Steve's Taxi. Before the 
close of the polls at 6 p.m. people were seen to take tree trunks and placing them at 
the entrance to the beach by the gate leading to the school compound, the road in 
front of the Benab Post Office and the culvert over the beach road. After the poll s 
were closed the presiding officers at the three polling stations sealed their 
respective b~xes and prepared their record. Mr. Rishi Ram was not to allow thi s 
exercise to go unhampered and demanded that he be allowed to seal the box at 
station 9(2) . He was refused this request. Then after the sealing of the boxes were 
completed the officials began what appeared to be a long wait to be collected and 
escorted. Between the close of the poll and the arrival of the security forces the 
crowd grew to over three thousand. One witness placed it at over 5000 {five 
thousand) and another at about 400. During the wait Mr. Rishi Ram at polling 
station 9(2) became restless and began to hum the People's Progressive Party Battle 
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Song and start~d to walk up and down . This action of Rishi Ram caused the women ' 
to be~.o~ea!ral~ ~nd ~estl:ss'.lV!rs. Ham!lton appealed to Rishi Ram. This behaviour 
of R Ishl ~am went on for a little while until around 7.30 p.m. when the secu~ity 
forces arrrved. ' 

To get to the New Market Anglican School from the public road the security 
forces . had to enter by way of the beach road. The veh icles could not have passed 
~he brrdge b.ecause of the obstruction on the bridge put there by the crowd earlier 
rn th~t evening. There was a very large crowd of which from the mass of evidence 
ran In:o thousands. The conflict in the evidence as to the number can be 
a~preclated because people looking at a large crowd on a dark night and under the 
Circumstances that prevailed at No. 64 that 'night, are bound to vary when asked 
abou~ the number of people .in that large crowd. Looking at the large crowd during 
d,ay Ilg~t and un~er n~rmal Circumstances people will vary in their estimates. I have 
ta ~en Into conSideration all the circumstances, and accepting the mass of the 
eViden ce, I have come to the conclusion that the crowd was more than 3000 (three 
thousand). 

The vehicles naturally. had to stop some distance west ot" the culvert and the 
pas~engers .debussed. Prrvates Mc Kenzie and London were put to guard the 
vehicles, Prrvate Layne was left to guard the ballot boxes and officials who were 
collected at the polling st~tions at Nos. 68 and 65. Privates London, Mc Kenzie and 
Layne were each armed With a self loading rifle. 

L!eutenant ~enry, Corporal Collins, Sergeant Ross, P.C. Seecharran and Miss Joy 
Henry alo.n~ With P.C. Fraser who did sentry duty at the polling station at No. 65 
and who JOined the party there, then left to go to the polling stations to collect the 
ballot boxes. There was a large crowd on the beach road east cif the barr,icade. They 
blocked the roadway and the security forces could not have passed. Lieutenant 
He.nry called upon t~em to disperse but they refused. The crowd was then very , 
nOISY, and was shouting that the ballot boxes were not to be removed and that the 
b~lIots were to be counted at the polling stations. As the crowd refused to budge 
LI~ut~nant Henry fired a burst of about 2 to 3 rounds from his sub mamine gun' 
~olntln~, the muzzle of the gun in the air. The crowd cleared the way and shouted 

blanks . !he party of soldiers and policemen were then able to force their way 
t~rough . Lieutenant Henry said he saw a man in the crowd with a knife in his hand 
Lleut~nant Henry was in front of the party leading the way with Corporal Collin~ 
guardrng the rear of the group. 

The party then proceeded to the bridge leading to the school compound and 
found that this bridge was also blocked. They crossed the bridge, entered the school 
compound and made their way to the new school, between the new church and the 
old church. 

In The New Market Anglican School Compound 

In the school compound, there was a crowd of people, but the party had no 
trouble from them. They entered the new smool by ascending the eastern steps and 
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whilst they were doing so Corporal Collins who was at the rear was struck twiGe and 
, be fired two shots with hi~ sub mamjne.gur). Tbese.shots were illsoJirJld in.theai(. 
They entered the building through the eastern door, and as they entered, the 
building was in total darkness through the lack of any lighting system. The ballot 
box at polling station 9( 1) was collected and the whole group moved over to the 
western section to polling station 9(2). This ballot box was also collected after 
some brushes with Mr. Rishi Ram. There is conflict in the evidence as to wheth er or 
not the party attempted to leave through the western door but had to change plans 
and use the eastern door because shots were fired outside the building as they 
attempted to leave throlJgh the western door. The bulk of the evidence however
indicates that the party attempted to go through the western door but in fact the 
party left through the eastern door. However, when the 'party arrived at the polling 
station 9(2), Lieutenant Henry had to crawl back to the eastern door and secured it 
against ,a group of people who had ascended the eastern steps and were banging on 
the door. He crawled back because persons in the crowd outside were throwing 
missiles inside the school through the opening of the wall. Going back to the 
eastern door the party of officials, soldiers and policemen, had to crawl and to keep 
low so as to prevent themselves from being hit by missiles, persons in the crowd 
were throwing from outside. Some of the women in the group cried out that they 
were hit and the members of the party were instructed to pick up some of those 
very sticks in order to protect themselves from the crowd. Mrs. Hamilton and Mrs. 
Crawford were so terrified of what was going to happen to them if they were to 
follow the party through the crowd, that they with the help of Khemrak Singh the 
Rural Constable, deserted the party and went through the back door of the school 
after the party had left for the old school. They then went through the back of the 
compound to the home of Mr. Clifford Leitm the Superintendent of Works who 
lived immediately east of the school compound and south of the beach road. They 
spent the night with the Leitches without the members of the party including 
Lieutenant Henry knowing where they were. The security forces did not look for 
them although they were missing. Assistant Superini:endent of Police Crawford 
cried when he realised his wife was not with the party and Mr. Hamilton anxiously 
searched the crowd at No. 51 for h is wife when the party arrived there later th at 
night. 

When the party reached the eastern door, the door was being bombarded from 
outside by the crowd on the platform. The eastern step also had people . The 
situation then was, inside the building was a group of 10 (ten) people with 2 (two) 
machine guns, 2 (two) pistols and outside the building was a crowd of over 3000 
(three thousand) people armed with sticks, Bottles, a pitch fork and whose sole 
purpose was to prevent the ballot boxes from being removed or that Mr. Rishi Ram 
accompany the ballot boxes. Lieutenant Henry announced that he and h is, party 
were coming out' (lnd if the crowd did not disperse he was going to shoot. Another 
witness ascribed him as saying "We are coming out and we are coming out 
shooting". The fact remains that when they did come out he fired a burst of shots! 
with his sub machine gun pointing the muzzle of the gun in the air holding the 
muzzle at an angle of 45 (forty·five) degrees to avoid hitting the zinc over the 
platform. It was argued by Mr. Jagan that from the wound received by J agan 
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Ramessar, which I shall deal with later on, it would indicate that he received that 
wound, by a shot coming from above and as the only evidence where a shot was 

'fired fr~m above ?eing the time' when ' Lieutenant Henry fired from the platform, I 
am to find that LJeuten~nt Henry did not in fact fire in the air but downwards at 
the crowd. F·irst of all there is no evidence on record that the shot was in fa~'t fired 
at the crowd from above Lieutenant Henry. On the contrary, there is positive 
evidence by Lieutenant Henry that he fired the shot in the air pointing the muzzle 
of the gun in the air. Th.en the evidence of Dr. Sattaur is that Jagan Ramessar could 
have been in two possible positions when he received that injury or that the shot 
did come fro,m above. If the shot came from in front, then Jagan Ramessar could 
have been in either a steoping or a creeping position or actually creeping when he 
received the. wound. For me to find that the shot came from above, shooting from 
above must be the onll{ possible way Jagan Ramessar would have received the 
injury. On the evidence I cannot say that the only possible way Jagan Ramessar was 
wounded, was by the shot coming from above. 

Conflict In The Evidence 

There is a conflict in the evidence as to where Jagan Ramessar was actually 
picked up. The witness Mohan said he saw Ramessar on the beach road. If as Mr. 
Jagan argued that Ramessar was .shot from above and if as Mohan said he saw him 
on the beach road, then the question is how did he get to that road. Did he get 
there .on his own or. was he helped to that spot. When one considers the nature of 
the injury; that is the injury penetrating his lungs, plus the absence of any crYing 
out by Jagan Ramessar in the vicinity of the steps, it seems more likely to me th.at 
he was shot not far from where he was found . Then also there .is the positive 
evidence of Lieutenant Henry that he found him not far from and in line or 
proximate line of his fire, when he fired at the crowd on the only occasion that 
night. I therefore accept Lieutenant Henry's ev idence that Jagan Ramessar was 
picked up where he said he picked him up, that is by a gate north west of the cake 
shop. 

After this burst of shots was fired from the platform, the. crowd on the platform 
and steps, began to run down the steps. Lieutenant Henry seeing this, and realising 
that the situation called for quick action, called on the members of his party to 
follow quickly behind the crowd, which they did. They ran down the steps; arid 
across the yard, around the old church and walked west between the northern fence 
and the buildings nearest to it, and then onto the old school, where a ballot box 
was to be collected from the polling station there. On the way from the new school 
to the old school the party had to force their way through the crowds along the 
route taken by them, and some members of the party shouted that they were hit by 
members of the crowd who were armed with sticks. 

At the old school, Lieutenant Henry found the door closed and he knocked at 
the door. This is the door on the western side of the building which as I said faced 
the cake shpp. In front of this door was a large open space, comprising part of the 
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. school compound and the open space in fr6nt of the cake shop as the fence 
betwe~n the two was ~own. T!ll! c*e shop CPJllP9Un9 .is.90noected.with the. beach
road by a narrow bridge not capable of acconjmodating four-wheel vehicles. When 
the party arrived at the western door of the old:,school the-whole of that open space 
was crowded with people, and the place was:, dark. The only possible light could 
have come from the cake shop. The crowd started to close in from the north, south 
and west. The school was on the east. Some !', persons in the crowd were pelting 
missiles at the party and were making loud nojsessaying among· other things,that 
the ballot boxes must not be taken away. At this stage Lieutenant Henry was with 
his back to the wall of the school on the northern side of the steps and facing the . 
crowd. Sergeant Ross, P.C. Seecharran, P.C. Fraser, P.C. Caesar and other members I .. 

of the party were also there. There is some conflict in the evidence here but the 
bulk of the evidence indicates, that Lielitenant Henry did not go into the old 
school, although as he said his mother Mrs. Clarabel Henry was'inside. After a while 
the officials from this polling station No. 8 began to leave the building after the 
door was opened. They had the ballot box with them. The atmosphere became 
more tense when the crowd saw this, as it muSt have gone home to them that the 
security forces were bent on taking away the b"lIot boxes, that the ballots were I)ot 
to be counted there, and to booth without Mr~ Rishi Ram .the chosen delegate of 
the People's Progressive Party, the People's Democratic Movement ·and the 
Liberator Party. At this stage the situation thenl was that the three ballot boxes and 
all the officials and members of the security forces were outside the old school, 
very near and around the steps; the huge crowd surrounding them was advancing 
towards them from all three sides, that is west, north and south, shouting and 
making use of threats. Police Constable Seecharran received a severe blow at the 
back of his left ear and his cap fell off his head: As he attempted to retrieve his cap 
he received another blow on his shoulder. Lieutenant Henry again asked the crowd 
to disperse and to go home, but they refused and he fired a burst of shots in the air 
with the muzzle of his gun pointing in the air, hoping that itwould cause the crowd' 
to disperse as the previous bursts in the air had done. This burst had no such effect . 
ond the crowd kept advancing in a menacing manner. Lieutenant Henry saw, as he 
puts it, from the corner of his eye an attempt made to snatch a ballot box. He was 
IIpported by Corporal Collins on this aspect. He then fired one round at the crowd, 

which then scattered. I shall at this stage quote from Lieutenant Henry's evidence 
that part of the evidence dealing with the actual shooting as given in examination 
lnd cross-examination by Mr. Jagan. I quote: 

"Ballot Boxes Must Not Be Removed" 

"The crowd on seeing the ballot box and the officials began making more noise 
lid shouting words to the effect that the ballot boxes must not be removed, that 

lhoy wanted the votes to be counted at the polling station. I called upon them to 
III perse saying "Disperse, go away we want to pass through". I at this time heard 
offic ials ,crying out that they were being hit. The crowd did not disperse. They kept 
Illoslng in from all three directions. I had to be looking all around me. I noticed 
Irom the corner of my eye that a ballot box was ·being snatched at. I fired rounds In 
tho ai r and overhead, but the crowd still kept Goming on making still more no Iso. 
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- When I fired this burst of rounds I was virtually in the same place outside the old 
school north of the step and a~ut 1I yard or two -: still backing the school. As the, 
crowd kept coming and as I weht forward a bit, the crowd from the west, some of 
the men were with sticks, closing in on me with the sticks upraised. I told them to 
get back, or I will shoot. They refused and I fired at them. I fired one round with 
the sub machine gun. The safety catch was at automatic when I fired . This sent 
them back and I continued moving with the officials and the police following me". 
Lieutenant Henry fired no other shot at the school compound, but as they left the 
school compound, through the ·open space between the cake shop and the beach 
road, Lieutenant Henry heard a cry for help, and someone saying "oh God, help me 
a get shot". He looked south and he saw a man who turned out to be the deceased 
Jagan Ramessar lying near to the gate of a fence immediately north west of the 
cake shop. The spot where Ramessar was found is in line or PJoximate line of fire 
when Lieutenant Henry fired at the crowd. Here you have the evidence, that the 
only time Lieutenant Henry sa'id he fired at the crowd, and almost immediately 
after he fired there was a crying out for help. This surely helps to show that no one 
was hurt when shots were fired/ on previous occasions. With assistance Lieutenant 
Henry picked up the injured man and took him to the vehicles and kept him with 
him until he sent him with Corporal Vaughn from Whim Police Station to New 
Amsterdam for medical attention around 12 midnight, that is approximately 3% 
(three and a half) hours after he had picked him up. 

When he was cross examined by Mr. Jagan who at that stage was watching the 
interests of both Ramessar and Bholanauth, Lieutenant Henry said and I quote:-

"1 did not fire at any particular person in the crowd. When I fired, the nearest 
person was about 3 to 4 yards from me. The crowd was in motion towards me 
waving sticks when I fired. They were shouting words to the effect that they did 
not want the ballot boxes to be removed. I held the weapon a little above my waist 
line - that would be about 3% to 4 feet from ground level. I aimed and fired 
directly in front of me". ( 

He was further cross examined at some length 'as to how many rounds he fired 
when he fired at the crowd. He 1said that his sub machine gun was at automatic and 
when it is at automatic a squeeze on the trigger would cause shots to be fired, and 
when he fired at the crowd on the single occasion he exerted very light pressu re on 
the trigger so as to eject only one bullet from the magazine. He was positive that 
only a single shot was fired. Lieutenant Colonel Carl Bernard Laureston Morgan of 
the Guyana Defence Force, also expressed the view that a single shot can be fired 
from the sub machine gun, when the safety catch is at automatic. 

He said that in the case of a sub machine gun, when the safety catch is at 
automatic, one can fire one round and do so deliberately, and also fire 550 (five 
hundred and fifty) rounds per minute which is approximately 9 (nine) rounds per 
second. He eXplained and demonstrated with a sub machine gun to show that after 
one round leaves the chamber,the trigger is released before the'lnext round goes into 
the chamber. He-however agreed, that if one intended to fire one round, it is best to 
set the safety catch at semi automatic. 
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Mr. Jagan's line of cross examination was to show that it was impossible to fire a 
single SAot-with the "Safety catch at automatic and pointed to the -fact that two' 
pe~sons received fatal injuries that night. Pa'fmanand was shot through his right 
t high and Ramessar, was shot through his right supra clavicular region with a bullet 
,that could only have entered from above. Th~ automatic of the sub machine gun is 
very fast as shown by the testimony of Lieutenant Colonel Morgan who gave the 
r~te at 550 (five hundred and fifty) rounds 'by minute and 9 (nine) per second. 
Lieutenant Henry said he can fire a single round with a sub machine gun when the 
safety catch is at automatic, and Lieutenant Colonel Morgan said that he did it 
before. There is no evidence to the contrary, that is, that this cannot be done. 
Further, as to whether or not, more than one round left the magazine of Lieutenant 
Henry's sub machine gun when he fired at the crowd, is to my mind immaterial in 
this inquiry. One thing however is certain and that is that only two people received 
fatal injuries. Because of this it is right to conclude that the highest not more than 
two rounds were fired. This according to Lieutenant Colonel Morgan would mean 
that the length of time Lieutenant Henry pressed the trigger was 2/9 of a second. 
Two ninth of a second in my humble oRin ion will not make the shooting' 
unjustif iable if 1/9 of a second will make it justifiable, if justifiable it was under the 
circumstances. 

Causes Of Death Of Parmanand and Ramessar 

I have not been able to get any evidence as to where Bholanauth Parmanand was 
picked up or what spot he received his injuries; but he was taken to the Skeldon 
Hospital. At 8.15 p.m. on the same day, the l6th July, 1973 he was examined by 
Dr. Patrick Chetram the Government Medical Officer for the Springlands Medical 
District who pronounced him dead. If he ,did in fact receive injuries when 
Lieutenant Henry shot at the crowd, say approximately 7.30 p.m. then he was seen 
by Dr. Chetram exactly 45 (forty·five) Illinuteslater and was dead at that time so 
he must have died before 8.15 p.m. Dr. Chetram who is a general practitioner, said 
that he did not feel himself competent to do the post mortem examination on the 
body of Parmanand so he gave instructions that the body be sent to New 
Amsterdam Hospital and this was done. 

On the 18th July, 1973 Dr. Faizul Sattaur, a Registered Medical Practitioner and 
Government Officer attached to the New Amsterdam Hospital and who is also a 
general practitioner, performed a post mortem examination on the body of 
Parmanand. Dr. Sattaur said , that he had to, do the post mortl!m examination 
although he was not experienced enough to do it, because at New Amsterdam the 
doctors do post mortem examinations jn turn and these two bodies that of 
Parmanand and Ramessar came within his turn.' ' 

On external examination he found a circular wound about one inch in diameter 
in the anterior and posterior aspect of the mid,left thigh. There was peeling of the 
skin around the wound with damage to the femural artery. By probing, the probe 
went through. The bullet passed through near t6 where the artery was and damaged 
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the artery. This no doubt caused extessive bleeding, in the absence of a tourniquet. 
.-Dr'.·-Sattatlr' 'expressed- ethe' view that ,the cause 'of death was d~e·'to haemorrhage, 

because of the loss of bloodJHe also expressed the view that the bleeding could have 
been stopped by the application of a tourniquet and which could have prevented 
death. Parmanand was at no time in the custody of the military or police. He must 
have been taken to Skeldon Hospital by civilians who most likely were friends or 
relatives. One thing was sure and that is that he was taken there by Steve's Taxi, the 
taxi that took people to the New Market School after the church bell was rung. Dr. 
Chetram was not in a position to say who took Parmanand to the Skeldon Hospital. 
Those watching the interests of Parmanand were not able to say who did in fact 
take him. 

On the same day, that is the 18th July, 1973 at 1.15 p.m. Dr. Sattaur also 
performed \ a post mortem examiAation with dissection on the body of Jagan 
Ramessar a~ the New Amsterdam Hospital Mortuary. He found a circular wound 
about three 'quarter inch in diameter on the right supra clavicular region of the 
shoulder. The skin around the wound was scratched. At the same place, he found a 
puncture of the clavicle. During dissection he found about 4 (four) pints of blood 
in the pleural cavity, and a pUhctUrE!, of the right lobe of the lung. In his opinion the 
cause of death was Haemathorax ..:.. the puncture of the lung. He expressed the 
opinion that if Jagan Ramessar received the wound whilst he was standing, then the 
bullet must have entered from above. If he was crouching forward , or creeping at a 
level, then entry could have been from in front, but ~e was unable to say from his 
examination of the wound, in what position Ramessar was when he received his 
injury. There was no exit wound.'i which means that the bullet remained in the 
body. He spent a long while looking for the bullet but did not find the bullet in the 
pleural cavity, which had 4 (four) pints of blood. A pathologist no doubt would 
have drained the pleural cavity of :the blood. This apparently was not done. Dr. 
Sattaur said that the patient would have died if he was not treated for 4 (four) 
hours, but with the lung being punctured an operation that might have saved his life 
would have had to be performed ; by a surgeon. There was no surgeon at both 
Skeldon and Port Mourant Hospital!s. The only surgeon in Berbice was at the New 
Amsterdam Hospital. With medical assistance, Ramessar could have lived for the 
most, ,between one to two hours. i He also expressed the view that Bholanauth 
Parm~nand was nearer to the weapon than Jagan Rainessar, as the burn around the 
wound on Parmanand's body, it would seem to indicate that the weapon was held 
at a level with the thigh. If this is correct and if Parmanimd was wounded when 
Lieutenant Henry fired at the crowd, then Lieutenant Henry must in fact have held 
his gun at a level of between 3'1. to 4 feet, as he said. 

Mr. Jagan in his address argued that the military forces could have adopted other 
means to disperse the crowd, than 'by the use of sub machine guns and by shooting 
at persons. First of all it must be borne in mind that when the security forces left 
No. 51 Police Station at 6.10 p.m. on the 16th July, 1973 their primary function ' 
was to escort the officials and the', ballot boxes from the various polling stations. 
They were not going to disperse crowds, although the dispersal of crowds may be 
incidental to their duties. Events tHat occurred earlier in the day, may have caused 
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them to expect large crowds at the polling stations, because among other weapons 
ta'ken by them were tear smoke grenades, which they did not use during the 

" exercise in spite of the fact that there was a large crowd in the vicinity of the 
, polling stations at the New Market School Compound. .' . 

it was also argued that rubber bullets and or the Greener Gun could have also 
been used to disperse the crowds. 

Let me here and now say that neither of these weapons that is the Greener Gun 
nor rubber bulletS are used by the Guyana Defence Force and in particular were not 
available to the security forces when they left ~e station to do escort duties. 

Lieutenant Henry although twenty one years old in July, 1973 had been a 
member of the Queen's College Cadet Corps whilst he was a student there, and after 
he left Queen's College he joined the Guyana Defence Force as a Cadet Officer and 
had a year's training at a military College in England. Sergeant Ross on the other 
hand was attached to the Riot Squad in Georgetown for a considerable period, and 
part of ,his duties were to train young policemen how to handle riotous crowds. 
Both the army and the poiice use different ~ethods in dealing with crowds and 
their dispersal, but it must be borne in mind that whilst the army use what I would 
call military tactics, the police did not. But both agreed that, the number of men 
they had at their disl')osal was indeed very small to use the methods they were 
trained in. They should have had at least 2p (twenty-five) armed men, on the 
ground with them at the school compound. 

Reasons For Not Using Tear Smoke 

As I have mentioned earlier, the security forces did not make lise of tear smoke. 
The reasons given for not using the tear smoke grenades are:-

1. The officials who were being escorted and also the police, did not have 
respirators. The tear gas would have had the same effect on the officials 
and police as on the crowd against' whom the tear smoke was intended 
for. In such 'a case the security foroes would not then have been able to 
carry out the duties they set out to accomplish, and would have had to 
make do without the police. 

2. The crowd at the school compound, and in the vicinity as a whole was 
what is called a close surrounding crowd. If tear smoke ' is th rown at a 
crowd which is near to the security,forces, the security forces oven with 
respirators, will be affected, since by exploding the tear smoko neor to 
the security forces, the circulation 'Of the gas will be too heavy for tho 
respirators. The tear smoke grenade has to be thrown in front " 
crowd or behind a crowd, depending on the direction of tho wind. ho 
person throwing the tear smoke r'lust be at least twonty 'flvo y rds 
away, and also in the opposite direction the wind is blowlno. 
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These reasons are reasonable en~ugh to justify the decision not to use the tear 
smoke. Then there is the added fad that it was night time and the place was dark, 
the only light coming from the bui:ldings in the vicinity some distance away. The 
school compound and the area bet~een the old school and the cake shop were in 
darkness. If tear: smoke wa5.!Js~d, tl:!er!! certainly_ would havlt beeo confusioo, thus 
endangering the safety of the ballot boxes, which according to Lieutenant Henry, 
one was about to be snatched. 

Legal Submissions 

Mr. Jagan further submitted that after the man Jagan Ramessar was picked up by 
Lieutenant Henry at around 7.30 p.m., he was kept with the security forces until 
around 12 midnight, and when he/eventually arrived at New Amsterdam Hospital 
he was already dead. He died on the way. This delay he said caused the death of the 
man. Lieutenant Henry said that. in accordance with army rules and th is was 
supported by Lieutenant Colonel Morgan, if a man is shot by the army, the army 
must try to take possession of the injured man to prevent him falling into the hands 
of others who can inflict further injuries on the man and blame it all on the army. 
The injuries received by Jagan Rarriessar were far more serious than those received 
byParmanand. Dr. Sattaur said that if a tourniquet was applied to the thigh of 
Parmanand to stop the bleeding, Parmanand would have lived. On the other hand 
the wound on Jagan Ramessar, especially the puncture of the lung was so severe 
that he Would have died within an .hour or two of medical treatment. The type of 
medical treatment that might have saved his life could have only be given by 
surgeon. If he was taken to Skeldon Hospital, which is the nearest hospital, there 
was no surgeon there to give him the necessary medical treatment. If he was taken 
to the Port Mourant Hospital, which is on the way to New Amsterdam the same 
thing would have happened. Dr. Sattaur is a general practitioner, and in my humble 
opinion all the good doctor can saY-is that what would have had to be done to deal 
with an injury of that kind was imfllediate surgery. Jagan Ramessar was kept until 
the security forces reached Whim, that is after they had completed their task of 
collecting all the ballot boxes between No. 68 and Whim Village. It took them 
nearly 4Y2 (four and a half) hours to do this. This operation under normal 
conditions would have taken less time, but on their way back from No. 64, the 
security forces encountered obstacles all along the road. At No. 62 Village a wire 
was stretched right across the road. at about 6 (six) feet off the ground and at No. 
55 the old punt was again across the road. Then at the polling stations at No. 59, 56 
and 48 Villages there were large crowds at the polling stations although not as 
hostile and violent as those at No .. 64, were nevertheless impeding the progress of 
t~e security forces. However when the man Ramessar was handed over to Vaughn, 
Lieutenant Henry believed that he was already dead so he gave Vaughn instructions 
to take him to New Amsterdam and report the matter to his superior officer. In my 
view Lieutenant Henry was acting in accordance with his training and the rules of 
his army, and that the delay in sending the man to the hospital was not 
blameworthy under the circumstances and was not the cause of the man's death but 
may have speeded it up. Parmanand with a less serious wound arrived dead at 
Skeldan Hospital 45 (forty-five) mihutes after he was shot. I would however like to' 
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disagree with the wisdom of this regulation and hope that the army will see the 
necessity of changing it. After all if a man has received injUries at the hands of the 
army, surely it must be the duty of the army to get the injured person to a hospital 

·'.or place where he can get medical treatment as early as practicable. I agree that, as 
in the case. with Lieutenant Henry his primary ,function was to have completed his 

- - assignme·nt. - . - - . . 

Incident Directly Linked To P.P.P. Speeches 

I have endeavoured to state the facts as I found them in as concise a manner as I 
possibly can, and in doing so I have tried to avoid repetition save and except where 
repetition is- absolutely necessary. I have also /tried not to exclude facts which I 
consider relevant and important. This was not an easy task to accomplish owing to 
the mass of evidence that had to be taken at the hearings, especially repetitive 
evidences of the facts given by the polling offi9ials at the three polling stations. I 
tried to resolve the conflicts or discrepancies in their evidence in as best a way I 
could. I now proceed to examine my findings in order to see whether it was 
necessary' or reasonable or to put it in more appropriate legal language, whether 
Lieutenant Henry was justified in shooting at the crowd. Of course Lieutenant 
Henry is not saying that he shot Bholanauth ~nd or Jagan Ramessar. All he was 
prepared to say is that he .fired a shot at the crowd and that Jagan Ramessar, was 
found very shortly afterwards, not far from the spot where he shot at the crowd 
and in line or proximate line of his fire. It'. was not seriously contested that 
Lieu tenant Henry did not inflict the injuries found on both men. From the 
evidence before me, ·1 can safely draw the inference and come to the conclusion 
that both men died as a result of shots they ree;eived when Lieutenant Henry said, 
he fired at the crowd. 

, 
The events at No. 64, on the 16th July, 1973, that led up to the shot Lieutenant 

Henry fired at the crowd, have some direct b~aring to the speeches made at the 
political meetings held by the People's Progressive Party in the Corentyne, in June 
1973 when Dr. Jagan in particular told his supporters what they were to do after 
the close. of the polls on polling .day to prevent the ballot boxes from leaving the 
polling stations, if a People's Progressive Party representative was not allowed to 
accompany the ballot boxes. The behaviour of the crowd that assembled at . the 
beach road and in the. school compound, followed the same pattern advocated by 
Dr. Jagan, I have already dealt with this. 

These speeches of Dr. Jagan must have caused the authorities some conce rn at 
the time, because they decided to supplement the police force wi th soldiers from 
the Guyana Defence Force, to do both patrol and escort duti es. Superi ntendent 
Cyril Boilers, who was the officer in charge of the Corentyne Dlstrlot said, the 
number of policemen that were available in the Corentyne for patrol and escort 
duties was small. 
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When the security forces arrived at No. 64 Beach Road, the pl~ce was dark, all 
the access roads to the school compound wer\? blocked prohibiting the vehicles used 
by the security forces from entering. The crowd was very large, hostile, noisy, 
armed with missles and using words to indicate that they were bent in preventing 
the ballot boxes from leaving the pPIJ ing' stations, unless they were ~t;companiecl. by . 
a People's Progressive Party agent. The reason for demanding this request ~as fear 
that the ballot boxes were going to be tampered with in transit to Georgetown. On 
the other hand Lieutenant Henry bad to perform the important task of seeing that 
the ballot boxes reach the place from where they were to be collected, safely and 
within reasonably quick time. Loss of ballot boxes containing ballots may well 

I ' have affected the results of the election. If the access roads were not blocked the 
vehicles could have entered the school compound to collect the boxes. Debussi~9 at 
the point west of the culvert mearjt that the security forces had to be further split 
up as three men were left to guard the vehicles, the ballot boxes already collected 
and officials. The rest had to walk :and so make it less able to resist the huge crowd. 

East of the culvert, the beach r?ad was overflowing with people and Lieutenant 
Henry who was heading the group, called on the people to disperse and make way 
for them to pass. They refused and he fired warning shots in the air. The crowd 
shouted "BLANKS", and "the soltliers cannot shoot women and children". 

Crowds Converging From All Sides 

Lieutenant Henry saw a man in the crowd with a knife and Corporal Collins 
guarding the rear saw a man in the crowd with a pitch fork, who was about to 
plunge it and he fired shots in ttie air and not at the man. The party entered the 
school compound and entered the school through the eastern door but as the party 
was ascending the steps Corporal ' Coli ins was hit twice and he again fired shots in 
the air. All this shooting in the air did not have any effect on the crowd at the 
beach road which followed the ~ecurityforces up the steps, and bombarded the 
door, and threw misSiles into the school hitting the people inside. As the 'security 
forces and officials were about to leave the new school with two ballot boxes 
Lieutenant Henry called on the crowd to clear the platform and steps. They refused 
and he again fired shots in the air. The crowd ran down the. steps followed closely 
by the security forces and officials carrying the ballot boxes and on to the old 
school.. On the way from the new school to the old school, women in the party 
were hIt. At the old school, the crowd assembled in full force, poised to carry out 
its objective as this was the final point and where all three ballot boxes were 
together. The crowd began converging from all sides on the security forces and 
officials who were all now assembled by the doorway outside the school. Police 
Constables Seecharran and Fraser, and Lieutenant Henry were hit and in the words 
of S~rgeant Ross "The crowd went mad". Lieutenant Henry again called upon them 
to dIsperse but they refused and both himself and Corporal Collins saw an attempt 
made to snatch the ballot box. Lieutenant Henry fired at the crowd the crowd 
began to disperse and after Lieutenant Henry heard cries for "Help oh God a get 
shoot," he saw Jagan Ramessar lYing by a fence in line of his fire. These then were 
the events that led up to the situation that caused Lieutenant Henry, the r1an who 
was jn command of the security forces to fire the fatal shot or shots at the crowd. 
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Taking all these circumstances into consideration especially the important task of 
.( escorting the ballot boxes with so few rnen under his command, I find that 

Lieutenant Henry acted with consideration and thought under those very difficult 
. situations,and when . he -fired at-the crowe 'it ·was both necessary · and reasonable; 

and that he was justified in so doing. 

The incidents on the Corentyne Coast anp in particular at No. 64 Village were 
not the only of its kind in Berbice. In the C!lnje District the behaviour pattern was 
exactly the same. When the security forc;es went to escort the polling officials with 
the ballot boxes they met with resistance.'from crowds all along the way. At the 
Government School at Zorg, New Forest Canje around 6.30 p.m. there was a small 
crowd when the security forces arrived th'ere. The security forces at the Canje 
District included Cecil Arthur Gravesande, the Senior Superintendent of Police at 
NeW Amsterdam, who was in command, wt'ile Corporal Persaud of the Guyana 
Defence Force was in charge of the G.D.F. P?rsonnel . 

, 
The Canje Incident And Fatal Inju ry Of Vernon Campbell 

From Zorg, the security forces went, on to the Transfiguration Lutheran 
School at Betsy Ground. i'n the vicinity of this school, a crowd of about 600 (six 
hundred) had assembled. The crowd blocked the entrance to the school, preventing 
the security forces from entering, but eventually made a way to allow the security 
forces to pass. After two boxes were collected from the school, the party began to 
leave but the crowd which included men, women and children, stood up in front of 
the vehicles preventing them from passing, with persons in the crowd shouting that 
the ballot boxes were not to leave the polling places and that the ballots were to be 
counted there. The vehicles however were able to pass. On their way to the next 
polling station at Adelphi, the vehicles conveying the security forces, were forced to 
top owing to the fact that the road was bl?cked with old vehicles, an over head 

Water tank and tree trunks. These obstacles had to be removed in order to allow the 
vohlc les to pass. The vehicles encountered a second road block not far from the 
first . All along the road large crowds of people gathered, and about thirty vehicles 
Including private and hire cars, were following the military convoy. In the vicinity 
'r Re liance, Senior Superintendent Gravesande stopped his convoy, and, took two 

V hicles from his convoy to form a road block. His convoy included vehicles owned 
by civilians and loaned to the security fa roes to assist them in both patrol and 

oort duties. One such vehicle was a land rover driven by the deceased Vernon 
mpbell of Canefield Canje. Senior Superintendent Gravesande placed these two 

v hlc les across the road to prevent the priv'ate hire cars and other vehicles from 
r lIowing them. Police Constables Mc Laren and Desmond Roberts were left as 
\Ill rds . They were in the vehicle driven by Vernon Campbell . Senior 

uperintendent Gravesande and the other members of the security forces proceeded 
011 t heir way collecting ballot boxes. They stopped at the Junior Staff Club at Rose 
I lUll Canje. The Junior Staff Club is on the opiiosiie side of the road to the Rose 
II I/Community Centre and Cricket Ground. Meanwhile, Police Constables Mc 
I Iron and Roberts, at the road block made by Senior Superintendent Gravesande, 
W ra having some difficulty in controlling the crowd. As a result each placed a live 
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cartridge in the breach of his rifle in full view of the crowd and warned that if the 
crowd persisted, they were going to shoot. This had some effect on the crowd 
which quieted down a little and they were able to proceed to join Senior 
Superintt)ndent ~ravesange and. the others C!t the .Junior Staff ,Club. Vernon 
Campbell was still driving the vehicieand when the vehicle stopped, he remained 
seated in the driver's seat. The back of the seat was made of plated steel . There was 
a large crQwd of people on the ~oad between the Junior Staff Club and the 
Community Centre. When Vernon Campbell stopped his vehicle, both Roberts and 
Mc Laren jumped off and were abol:l,t to form another road block with the vehicles. 
The crowd was then all around the vehicle shouting that the police were for the 
People's National Congress and that they had people from the People's National 
Congress travelling with the ballot ,boxes which was not fair and demanded that 
they also be allowed to travel along with the ballot boxes. The people in the crowd 
at thisjtJncture were not armed. An unknown person from the crowd pushed Police 
Constable Roberts from behind and almost pulled his rifle away from him. P.C. 
Roberts used force to retain his rifle which still had the single bullet in the chamber 
with the safety catch on. During the struggle between P.C. Roberts and the 
unknown man for the rifle, the rifle fell from Roberts' hands and hit the ground 
and went off. Roberts scrambled his rifle and shouted to P.C. Mc Laren for 
assistance. It was at this stage that he saw the driver of the vehicle, Vernon 
Campbell fall off the driver's seat ,'and on to ' the ground. Vernon Campbell was 
bleeding from a "",ound in the lower part of the back. P.C. Roberts and Mc Laren 
placed Campbell in the jeep and another civilian Patrick Rose drove the vehicle with 
Vernon Campbell to the New 'Amsterdam Hospital. Senior Superintendent 
Gravesande on hearing the report of the gun left the Junior Staff Club and took the 
rifle from P.C. Roberts and detaine'd him. Senior Superintendent Gravesande kept 
the rifle and at my request examine~ the particular. rifle and in evidence said that in 
his opinion, that particular rifle could have accidentally , fired in the manner 
described by P.C. Roberts. I have ino reason to disbelieve Senior SUJllerinte'ndent 
Gravesande. Vernon Campbell was accompanied by P.C. Mc Laren to the New 
Amsterdam Hospital . When they a'rrived there Vernon Campbell was ,unconscious 
and was bleeding profusely from the wound he had received. They arrived at the 
hospital according to Mc Laren twenty five minutes after they left Rose Hall. The 
gate man Arnold Motie said it was ~.07 p.m. which is on record. Mc Laren said that 
Dr. Latchana saw Vernon Campbell and remained with him all the time, and that 
Camp/:>ell was not seen by the Resipent Surgeon Dr. Veerapen until about 2% (two 
and a half) hours after his arrival. .Mc Laren in the first instance is , not correct as 
regards Dr. Latchana, for Dr. , Latchana was no"",here around, and was in no way 
connected with the Campbell's case. The doctor who Mc Laren thought was Dr. 
Latchana was Dr. Primo Gunabe. Dr. ~unabe said he spoke with Dr, Veerapen as 
soon as he got to the hospital aft~r he was., .informed, and Dr. Veerapen arrived 
within minutes. Dr. Veerapen said he arrived 15 (fifteen) minutes after Dr. Gunabe 
had spoken to him. From the time book at the gate, and as testified by Arnold 
Motie the gateman, Dr. Gunabe arrived at 8.35 p.m. and Dr. Veerapen arrived at 

,9.30 p.m. When Dr. Gunabe sppke to Dr. Veerapen, he was given certain , 
instructions by Dr. Veerapen which he carried' out and prepared the patient and had 
blood processed for transfusion before Dr. Veerapen ,arrived. The most that can be 
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said with regards to del~Y is that tho potlont did not got surgory unti l 83 
(eighty·three) minutes after he arrlvod at lh? he> pltai. Can It be said that Vernon 
Campbell would not have died if the dol Y w not long . ~ _ ., 
. - .. . ' ~ . . .. 

Dr Primo Gunabe said Campbell was suff rlno lIotn I hu ll t wound on tho lower 
region of the back and was in a state of 8h ok, 1>1 VIII pc n , Id th t wh n he 
examined the man Campbell, the patient was III • VI n hOI k. (.ollllnll()\1 loft of 
blood for 55 (fifty-,five) minutes could have chonoO<J til p It It lit', '"l 01 11m III 
severe shock. Dr. Veerapen realised that the patlont II ,II 1I111 '" II' 111111\11 III 
survival and any attempt at major reparative surgory w li lt! hllv" III ""I ellhul 
danger to his life. He had to treat the shock,before att mptll1f1 IIIIV III Ilv 1111111 "' 

procedure. 

'From the medical evidence before me I am unable to 'arrive at any 0110111 11111 II 

to whether, the delay in giving Campbell ihe necessary medical tro trT1llllt WI1 

directly responsible for his death. 

Dr. Sattaur who performed the post mortem examination on the body of 
Campbell found a circular wound about 1% (one ,and a half) inches in'd iameter In 
the mid sacral region of the back. The skin around the bone was'scratched:' On 
rurther examination with a probe, the probe was passing through the " ' 
the fou rth lunar and first sacral. He also hat:! a punctured urinary ' .: 
opinion the cause of death was due to haemorrhage and contusion " " 
oxpressec;! the view that a punctured bladder in itself can cause , ' ' ,'. 

ompbell's case the punctured bladder was. not the cause of death: ~I\" , 
toted that the shock was due to excessive bleeding and also to the inJury , 
pine. He however could not express an opinion as to how long the patient 

h ve lived. 

In the case of Vernon Campbell it seems to me that every e.ffort was made at the 
II spital to save the life of the patient, but the wound was very serious. , 

There is no doubt that the haemorrhage and the contusion to the spine which 
Il used the death of Vernon Campbell were due to a wound inflicted by a,shot .from 
111 rif le of Police Constable Desmond Roberts which went off whe~ hiS ,rifle hit the 
ur und after it fell out of his hand when he used force to retneve It fr?m .the 
IIl1known man who pushed him from his back and attempted to take hiS n~le. 
Under these circumstances I have come to , the conclusion that the shot w~Ich 
Il lused the wound, was fired accidentally and that no one is criminally responSible, 
lit r the death of Vernon Campbell . 

(Sgd.) 0 Jhappan 
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